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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE YAVAPAI-APACHE 
INDIAN COMMUNITY OF THE CAMP VERDE RESERV A
TION, ARIZONA 

A FEDERAL CORPORATION CHARTERED UNDER THE ACT OF 
. JUNE 18, 1934 . 

Whereas, the Yavapai-Apache Band of Indians of the Camp Verde 
Reservation, Arizona, constitutes a recognized Indian Tribe organized 
under a Co11stitt1tion and By-laws ratified by the Tribe on October 24, 
1936, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on February 12, 
1937, purst1ant to Section 17 of the A.ct of June 18, 1934 ( 48 Stat. 984), 
as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378); and 

Wl1ereas, more than one-tl1ird of the adult n1embers of the Tribe 
have petitioned tl1at a charter of incorporation be granted to said 
Tribe subject to ratification by a vote of the adult Indians living on 
the Ca1np Verde Reservation; 

Now, therefore, I, William E. W a1--ne, Assista11t Secreta1--y of the 
Interior, by virtue of the at1tl1ority conferred upon me by the said 
Act of June 18, 1934 ( 48 Stat. 984), do hereby issue and submit this 
charter of incorporation to tl1e Yavapai-Apache Indian Community 
to be effective from ancl after st1ch time as it may be ratified by a 
majority vote of the adult Indians living on the Camp Verde Reserva
tion at an election in whicl1 at least 30 per cent of the eligible voters 
shall vote. 

SECTION 1. Corporate Existence and Purposes.-In order to further 
the economic development of the Yavapai-Apache Indian Community 
of the Camp Verde Reservation in Arizo.na by conferring upon the said 
Tribe certain corporate rights, powers, privileges and immunities; 
to sect1re for the membeI·s of the 1'ribe an assured economic independ
ence; and to provide for tl1e proper exercise by the Tribe of various 
functions l1eretofo1·e performed by the Department of the Interior, 
the aforesaid Tribe is hereby chartered as a body politic and corporate 
of the United States of America, tinder the corporate name ''The 
Yavapai-Apache Indian Community.'' 

SEC. 2. P erpetual Succession.-The Yavapai-Apache Indian Com
munity sl1all, as a Federal corporation, have perpetual succession. 

SEc. 3. tf enibership.-The Yavapai-Apache Indian Community 
shall be a me1nbership corporation. Its 1nembers sl1all consist of all 
persons now or l1ereafter members of tl1e Tribe, as provided by its 
duly ratified and approved co11stitution and by-laws. 
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SEc. 4. M anage111 e,1t.-Tl1e Ya,~apai- pacl1e Conm11111ity Council 
e tabli lied i11 acco1'da11ce witl1 tl1e aid co11 tit11tio11 a11d by-law of tl1e 
Tribe a ame11ded l1all exe1·ci e all tl1e co1·porate power he1 .. einafter 
e11111ne1~ated. · 

SE . 5. C'o11por1ate P o1l'er .-Tl1e T1 .. ibe" t1bject to a113 ... 1--e trictio11 
contained in the Con titl1tio11 a11d law of tl1e U11ited tate " 01' in tl1e 
constitt1tio11 and b1r-law of tl1e aid T1 .. ibe" l1all l1ave tl1e followin<r 

' 

· co1--porate powe1 .. s i11 additio11 to all powe1' al1 .. eady confe1 .. 1--ed 01' o·t1ar-
anteed by tl1e tr--ibal co11 titl1tio11 a11d by-law . 

(a ) To adopt t1 e a11d alte1-- at it plea llI"e a co1 .. po1"ate enl. 
( b) To pt1rcl1a e take b3r gift, beql1e t 01-- otl1e1'wi e, ow11, l1old 

operate, a11d di po e of p1·ope1"ty of e,e1·y de c1 .. iption, 1 .. eal n11d pe1 .. -
sonal, st1bject to tl1e followino- li111itatio11 : 

(1) o ale or n101 .. tgao·e 111a, be n1ade by tl1e T1,.ibe of an __ la11d or 
i11te1"e ts i11 land, i11cludi11g wate1' po,ver ite , wate1-- rigl1t " oil" ga , 
and other n1i11e1·al 1 .. igl1t , 110-n" 01 .. l1e1·eafte1' l1eld b3.,. tl1e T1 .. ibe withi11 
tl1e bot111daries of tl1e Ca111p \ 7 erde Re ervatio11. 

(93 ) No n101·tgage 111aJ"' be 111ade b~T tl1e T1·ibe of a11~r tandi11g ti111be1~ 
011 any la11d 110w 01-- l1e1'eafte1 .. l1eld by tl1e T1 .. ibe witl1i11 tl1e bol111da1--ies 
of tl1e Can1p , erde Rese1 .. vatio11. 

( 3) No leases, per111its ( wl1icl1 te1--111s hall not i11clude la11d a ig11-
me11ts to n1e1nbe1·s of tl1e T1 .. ibe) 01 .. ti111be1' ale co11t1 .. act co,·e1·i11 o· a11 
land or intere ts i11 la11d now 01 .. l1e1--eafte1 .. l1eld b1T tl1e T1"ibe witl1i11 

' 
tl1e bot111da1--ies of tl1e Camp V e1'de Re e1 .. ,1a tion l1a.ll be 111ade b) ... tl1e 
Tribe fo1' a lo11ge1-- term tl1a11 te11 yea1-- , a11d all t1cl1 le,1 e , pe1--111it 01· 
co11t1'acts n1t1 t be a pp1 .. oved b)r tl1e Sec1·eta1 .. }y of tl1e I11te1--io1' 01· b3T l1i 
duly autho1'ized 1 .. ep1·e e11ta ti ve; bt1t oil a11d ga l a e 01" all)7 lea e 
1"eqt1i1--ing st1b ta11tial i111p1 .. ove111e11t of tl1e l,111d 111a}7 be 111ade fo1· lo11ge1· 
periods wl1en a11tl101 .. ized b)r law. 

( 4) o actio11 sl1all be talre11 by 01' i11 bel1,1lf of tl1e T1 .. ibe , l1icl1 i11 

a11y way ope1·ates to de t1 .. oy or i11jt11·e tl1e t1 .. ibal 0·1·azi11g l,111d " ti111-
be1·, 01-- otl1e1-- 11a tt11 .. al 1·e ot11·ce of tl1e Ct1111p , e1·de Re e1·,1 ,l ti 011. 11 
leases, pe1·n1it. , a11d ti111be1.. ale co11t1·,1ct 1·elati11g to t 11 t1 of t1·ibi1l 
g1·azing 01' ti111be1 .. la11d 11a 11 co11fo1·111 to tl1e 1·egt1lt1tio11 of tl1 
Secreta1 .. 3y of tl1e I11te1·io1· a t1tl101·ized b31 ectio11 G of tl1e ... \.ct of J l111e 
18, 1934 wit,11 1 .. e p ct to 1·,111ge ca1·1•)Ti11~ crl pa cit)", ~ t1 tt1i11ell ) ieltl 
fo1 .. e t1·y 111a11age111e11t a11tl ot l1e1· 111i1 tt 1· tl1e1·ei11 pecifie<.l. ( 011£01·111-
ity to s11cl1 1·egt1latio11 l1all be 111t1<le i1 co11ditio11 of i111)~ le11:e't 
pe1 .. 1ni t 011' ti111be1· t1 le co11t 1 .. act" ,,111et 11e1' 01· 11ot s11c 11 i1g1·ee111e11t 1·e
qt1i1·e tl1e a1)p1·0,r11l of tl1 ec1'etu1·)1 of tl1e I11te1·io1·, a11ti , ... ioltltio11 "' of 
st1cl1 co11l1itio11 s11(111 1·er1tler· tl1e rtg1·ee111e11t 1 .. e,,.ocnblt"), i11 tl1e <.ti er· tio11 
of tl1e Sec1·ettl1·y of tl1e I11te1·io1\ 

( c) 1'o bo1·1·0"., 111011e}T f1·0111 t lie I11dia11 ( 1 .. etlit lf1111d i11 11c 'Ol .. lltl 11ce 
witl1 tl1e te1·111 of ectio11 1() of tl1e .1\.rt of Jl111e l ,") " 193-l- ( .{. ttlt. ~8-!), 
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or fron1 any other governmental agency, or from any member or asso
ciation of members of the Tribe, and to use such funds directly for 
productive t1--ibal enterprises, or to loan mo11ey thus borrowed to in
dividual members or associations of members of the Tribe: Provided, 
That the amot1nt of indebtedness to which the Tribe may subject it
self, other than indebtedness to the Indian Credit Fund, shall not 
exceed $2,000, except with the express approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

( d) To engage in any business that will further the economic well
being of the members of the Tribe or to undertr-tke any activity of any 
nature whatever, not inconsistent with law or with any provisions of 
this Cl1arter. 

( e) To make and perform contracts and agreements of every de
scription, not i11consistent with law or with any provisions of this 
Charter, with any person, association, or corporation, with any munici
pality or any county, or with the United States or the State of Arizona, 
including agreements with the State of Arizona for the rendition of 
public services : Provided, That any contract involving payment of 
money by the corporation of a value in excess of $5,000 in any one 
fiscal year shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

(/) To pledge or assign chattels or future tribal income due or to 
become due to the Tribe: Provided, That sucl1 agreements of pledge 
or assignme11t or extensions thereof other than an agreement with the 
United States shall not extend more than ten years from the date of 
execution and shall not cover more than one-half the net tribal income 
from any one source in any one year: And provided further, That any 
st1ch agreement shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
tl1e Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

(g) To deposit corporate fu11ds, from whatever source derived, in 
any national or state bank to the extent that st1ch funds are insured 
by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or secured by a surety 
bond, or other secu1~ity, approved by the Secretary of the Inter·ior; or 
to deposit such ft1nds in the Postal Savings Bank or with a bonded 
disbursing officer of the United States to the credit of the corporation. 

( h) To sue and be sued in any courts of competent jurisdiction 
within the United States; but the grant of exercise of such power to 
sue and to be sued sl1all not be deemed a consent by said Tribe or 
by the United States to tl1e levy of any judgment, lien or attachment 
upon the property of the Tribe other than income or chattels especially 
pledged or assigned. 

( i) To exercise such furtl1er incidental powers, not inconsistent with 
law, as may be necessary to the condt1ct of corporate business. 
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SEC. 6. Corpo1,ate Property.- o p1·ope1'ty rigl1t of tl1e Yavapai
Apacl1e T1--ibe of tl1e Can1p ,.,.. e1 .. de Re e1'vatio11" a he1 .. etofo1·e con ti
t11ted, shall be i11 a11y way in1pai1'elt by a11ytl1ing co11tai11ed i11 tl1i 
Cha1--ter, and tl1e t1 .. ibal ow11e1'sl1ip of u11allotted l,111d wl1etl1er or 
11ot a sig11ed to tl1e u e 0£ any pa1'ticl1la1' i11di ,~id11al i l1e1·eby ex
pressly 1·ecog11ized. Tl1e i11di ,.,.id llall}" • ow11ed p1'ope1 .. t~y,. of 1ne1nbe1 .. 
of tl1e T1·ibe l1all not be l1bject to a11y co1·po1·ate debt 01' liabiliti , 
withot1t t1cl1 ow11e1,"s co11 e11t. A11}T exi ti11g lawfl1l debt of the 
T1·ibe shall conti11l1e in for·ce, except a ucl1 debt n1ay be ati fied or 
cancelled pu1 .. 11ant to law. 

SEo. 7. C1011porate Divide11d .-Tl1e T1 .. ibe 111ay i t1e to eacl1 of it 
men1be1· a no11-t1 .. a11 fe1·able ce1·tificate of 111e111be1· l1ip" a11d 111ay ll e 
all p1·ofits of co1·po1·ate ente1"'p1--i e 01' i11co111e., o, ... e1· a11d above um 
necessa1"y to def1·ay corpo1·ate ope1·atio11 a11d o, ... er' a11d above all t11ns 
:whicl1 may be de, .. oted to tl1e e tabli l1111e11t of a I'e e1 .. , ... e ft111d" fo1· pl1blic 
purposes of tl1e T1·ibe, i11cll1di11g tl1 co11 t1--t1ctio11 of pt1blic ,,01·k , tl1e 
co t of pt1blic ente1·p1"'i e tl1e expe11 e of t1'ibal gove1·11111e11t" tl1e 11eed 
of cl1a1 .. ity a11d tl1e 111aki11g of loa11 to 111e111be1· of tl1e T1 .. ibe bt1t no 
general di t1·ibt1tio11 per· capita of t1cl1 p1·ofit Ol' i11co111e l1rlll be 111ade. 

SE . . Tl1is Cl1a1"'te1' l1all 11ot be 1·e, ... oked 01~ t11'1·e11de1·ed except by 
act of Co11g1'e " bt1t a111e11dme11t 111t1}7 be p1·opo ed b3· 1·e ol11tio11 of 
tl1e Co111mt111ity Cou11cil w l1icl1 if a pp1·0, ... ed b)T tl1e ~ec1·eta1•3T of tl1e 
I11te1·io1~., to be effecti,.,,e, l1all be 1·atified b}y a 111t1jo1·it)y , ... ote of tl1e flllt1lt 
me111be1' li,Ti11g 011 tl1e l'e e1',Tatio11 rlt a popt1lrt1· 1·efe1·e11dt1111 i11 l1icl1 
at least tl1i1·ty pe1· ce11t of tl1 eligible ,,.ote1· ... ,rote. 

E •· 9. Tl1i Cl1rt1·te1· l1rtll be effecti,·e f1·0111 a11d ,1fte1· tl1e di1te of 
its 1·atificatio11 by a 111ajo1·ity vote of tl1e adt1lt 111e111be1· of tl1e Y,1,.,.apai
A l)ache T1·ibe of tl1e C,l111p ,r e1·de Re e1·,·a tio11 li ,·i11g 011 t lie Re~ e1•,r,1-
tio11, 1)1·0,Tic.1ed tl1i1t at lea t tl1i1·t}T })e1· ce11t of tl1e eligible ,Toter· ~11,111 
vote 11cl1 l'tttificatio11 to be fo1·111all3., ce1·tified b~,. tl1e St11)e1·i11te11de11t 
of tl1e T1·t1xto11 C,111011 ..L~g·e11cy tl11d tl1e l1ai1·111il11 of tl1e Yrl,Ti1 1)rti-
1\.p~tcl1e Co111111t111it,3r Cot111cil of tl1e Ci11111) ,.,. e1·de Re e1·, ... rttior1. 

t1b111itted b}1 tl1e As i ta11t ec1·et,11•JT of tl1e I11te1·io1· fo1· 1·,1tifica
tio11 by tl1e Ya , .. t1 pai-Apucl1e T1·ibe of t.l1e C,l111p ,-r e1·de Re e1·,--a ti 011. 

[ ~}1\L] "\\T IIJLI. \l\:[ E. ,~ .:.\.l{ J. E 

A (. li ta11t S J'llta,,y of the / (1zte1~io1-. 

vV A III GTO , D. C., M a;•ch. 11 191; . 

CERTIFICATIO 

l~t11· t1~1nt to ectio11 17 of tl1e ct of J t111e 18" 1~)3-! ( 4 ~tat. 9~ ±), 
tl1is Cl1arte1·" i t1ed 011 ia1·cl1 11, 1D4 , b)T tl1e .. \ ~-- i tt111t ~e<."1·eti11· 

of tl1e I11te1·io1' to t.l1e Yit,1 ,1pi1i- \J)rtcl10 I11dit111 Co111111l111it)1 of tl1e 
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Camp Verde Reservation, Arizona, was duly submitted for ratifica
tio11 to the adl1lt n1embers of tl1e Con1mu11ity living on the reservation 
a11d was on April 24, 1948, duly ratified by a vote of 96 for, and 1 
against, in an election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to 
vote cast their ballots. 

CALLA"\VAY BoRNAH, 

Chairman, Yavapai-Apache India;n Oommwnity Oowncil. 

HARRINGTON TURNER, 

Acting Secretary, Yavapai-Apache Indian Oom1nwnity Oowncil. 

THOMAS H. DoooE, 
Swperintendent, Trumton Canon Agency. 
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