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All addressed to J-me- SaJw'ioto, Iwao Hara, end
"the rest connected"(leaders of the JACL) The first was translated:

To Jim Sakamoto, Iwao Hara and the rest come cted: Give ord
ers to those concerned. Cancel all the Christmas collections 
If you do not take this order, we shall sabotage. So you 
return all the money you have collected. Representatives 
the Opposition.

To Mr. Head Steward and Block manager Mo. 3. ’Then the Issei 
give a program or play, the Nisei dont have to pay the ad
mission’. But when the Issei give a play, the Issei must pay the 
admission. If you give too much power to the Nisei, it is 
dangerous. Do not let the Nisei of the Block 5,6,7,8 have any 
play. If you must., you have to expect injuries to some persons 
or a big fire. From a grouo member, / 4- - ' ., 4

6 £ ' ex' x c

Another found inp fire box: To the Japanese in the United State 
armed forces: Pro-American people leave this camp immediately. 
If not, a danger fill upon you. 6,000 pro-Japanese.

Give strict order. Quit any idea of strangling people. Go to 
the go’s rnment. Ask the government.

Blindman SakamotOj you and all of yiur group: ’.'Ze are all 
re adj/ to take action. Our group is determined to risk any 
jail sentence. VZe will sacrifice anything. It is the ter
rible time of war. Now it is the time to get rid of the head 
man who brings the idea of collecting money from the rich 
as well as the poor to feast in the warm dicing hall. ’.Tithin 
24 hours change your mind. Tne time limits of your answer 
is 24 hours. Representative.

(.All in classical Japaneses
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?. e st ri ct i ve n e a su re s

25 Snail boys warnnot build damns in canal

I

October 24-

Octobsr 2' - qualifications defined for work leaves
October 31 —

7 —November

November 14 — Mo electrified fencel

?TOV*

____ _____ . —-

■

Sept.

21 — yin Yasui sentenced to year in road camp and 
for curfew violation — as an lien

Nov.

Center boundaries defined
Incoming packages will not. be inspected

SoOCC

Dec.

2 ——— impound private" cars "temorarilv"—— 
rly posal at >ug jstio

............ "

wir ‘ start .join ip i
Tox ers to be equipped with ■ li^htse

' 7 ii,- ' -• -n (

October 2-— ’list not bring rabbits,

Sept. 13—1942--- Permits needed for meetings in public halls.
"To avoid conflicts". For private affairs, parties, e c.

all contraband items,

Hirabayashi convict-d and sentenced + o 90 d-”s

Dec.

etc. back from sagshrush-tularer

i

all mtgs, partiesSecond request that oermits be secured for

October rl -— Permits must be secured to leave center, '.esidents 
expected to stay within project boundaries.

Bight watchtowers being constructed "serve as look
outs for fire and other disturbances in the cty"

Watchtowers "will also be used as observation posts 
to mirb trespassing of center limits between sunset 
and sunrise,"
in arb.ed wire fences will outline the center limits 
in the hear future, however, colonists will be p •- 

mitted to go into the outer are?, limits between sun
rise end sunset."

Sept 29 -— Hot plates to be turned in by colonists. "Will be 
returned.when wall outlets on a separate circuit are 
installed. Blectric irons to be used only in Immdry rooms.
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Jan 11,

ny o. th Residents frightened and could not understan 
why tha y wore included on th;-: list, fry "ere -fhraid .of a 
stigma being attached to their status as Americans for having 
been considered for repatriation.

Several persons were so. angry aft 
inquiries that they -rot.-' to oilials or. th

■ ' ~ ■ ] i:. . r 1 v ■?. A ‘c ns.
■ . t rs i iclu th ir d t in ' ioj

-. ■ h r id ' • 1; i- r jsted ii. 1 ■
■ I to.an; r on th . repatri ion u stion
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k May 13, 1943

Dear Ned:i

I may have tne steno-

iles

i

Thanks a lot for the check. I had forgotten all about it but I 
never turn apenny down-1 haven’t tried to cash it yet so don’t 
know what luck 1’11 have.

J. F. Embree asked for 
tue other copy is inmf

l^xyaMxxjSiiiot xiikaxia xasexthani IxpxKxhiyxx 
pool girls make up some copies of our two reports-one of the Fence- 
tne other Resettlement problems and will then sent you copies.

two copies, one is circulating here and 
hence have no extras Just now. Probably 

you won’t be interested .--some of it will come out in John’s 
abstracts anyhow.

I’m anxious to see your report on self-govem-but not in too 
much of rush-you will see from the enclosed letter written to 
John that things are going slow here-so don’t rush on my account 
I can echo your sentiment-nobody seems to give a damn agound 
here.

The trip to town<with Kin was a riot. He was all excited. I 
left him to his own devices and he shopped all mornlngw^hen took 
in a movie. He bought everything from tobbcco, shoes, to 
pickles and had quite a time. At dtiinch we had roast pork and 
he ate the strings they sewed the loin-together with thinking 
it was all in his words ’eatable. ’ Then at night the waitress 
hung around a lot and gave us special service-even to two cups 
of coffee. This unnerved Kin and he put salt instead of sugpr 
in his coffee to the great delight of the waitress. All in all 
it was some trip and lots of fun. I told him to write to you 
and he probboly will. Did you recieve the Coal Division report. 
It is straight Kin 1 haven’t touched it as yet.

iSxwhxkxbikSxscacjcxxKx Someone re the John Essene match was 
£&xin tue dark* t-a Liiui mui i1 -/rom wuat the Internal Security 
man,Ken Barclay told me-ail was not too much on tne up in 
tue past herer I don’t under st nd it at all. HLS certainly 
feels strongly. The whole aifair was quite sudden. E was 
playing around witn several of the staff women-(nurse, school 
teacher) aid accor/ding to several sources-various Japanese 
girls when he met Enis girl. I’ve yet to find any evacuee 
approval. I saw a letter he wrote to the Ligats^ He writes 
a good letter and on paper sounds sincere.

You will also note- from the enclosed letter tnat we’ve had 
two small walkouts. Community Analysis is getting good. I 
was in on the news an hour so after- each Happened ana in 
both cases uefox-e the group up on the hill. Our of lice is 
now in 2^-11-G-tne soutL portion of placement. Je have 
apts-G and F and the office really looks quite impressive. 
Have two extra girls and two more assistants so at least we
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Caught off guard

Sincerely,

.9

J

ii

look busy, 
hadn’t been here.

P. Shafer is still here. He was due out the 8th but orders 
were cancelled and he's uncertain now as to the date.

Bukxan©iaghxaitxth±sXxxxxxx By now you’ll prefebly be weary of 
reading my abominable typing--Writ e again. I, too, am quite out 
of touch. J.F. Embre4> iengue seems to have been snared by that 
cat again.

I’d probably be still struggling along if you
I can scarcely believe though tat I’ve 

actually got down into 22 block. Jqe Beeson, Employment is 
much interested and offered that part of his building. Partitioned off 
too.
Stafford and I are hitting in on all four cylinders. He calls 
me’John’ and is very friendly and cooperative. Again I’ll spy 
he’s quite a jpeyson.

Have you heard about the incident at Ft. Riley, Kans? The Japanere- 
American boys there in one Captain’s outfit were marched single 
file guarded by bayonets and kept in a barracks under armed guard 
all the while Pres. Roosevelt visited there. I authenticated the 
story, letters and interview frith soldier here on furlough and i 
actually happened. I’ll try to send you a copy of one letter that 
gives a good report of the story. Wash. was informed ard I trust 
it won’t occur again.

I’m not sure if I wrote you about the barber in Twin-Falls -but 
here goes. Onf the trip frth Kin, I stopped to get toisp my 
hair cut in a crummy place in order to sound out the barkers 
and customers. The barber, a gabby old bastard told roe all about 
the Jap concenttation camp and then‘when I wasn’t exoecting it 
suddenly aaid---- ’’What do you do for a living?” Caught off guard

1 could only blurt,/l’m a sociologist* knowing that anthropologist 
would ring no bell. Dead silenne followed. Then he drawled- 

’’WELL, I GUESS ALMOST ANYBODY CAN 1ET A JOS THESE DAYS’’ I was 
properly squelched. HLS got a big kick out it antf.

Did I tell you the story that wenTthe rounds on the Emp’s birth
day. All was quiet here. But during the day, 26 huge army 
bombers flew over the center. By nightfall the following story was 
going tne rounds: “That old WRA. It doesn’t miss a thing. Here 
they knew it was the Emperor’s birthday and they sent over a fleet 
of army bombers to scare us so we wouldn’t celebrate.” The older 
people were telling this with a great deal of gusto.- I think it’s 
quite a story.



‘•'ay 13, 1943

The agricultural program is

Now for some trends around here, 
so ago that I might have mentioned, 
the casualness of that statement.

In full swing, 
ment is Just around the

w ' A. xcX 

"I

I

Personal letter 

to

on 'Resettlement'.
We shall keep it up to date

Then in the last several weeks we have had two walkouts that 
In a sense oould be called strikes. Personally, I thinJcX they 
are quite significant although the top men here pooh-pooh them 
and rather think I am crying 'Wolf'. As I mentioned the 
agricultural setup is in full swing iere. A severe s.iorta e 
of farm labor developed and In order to get unier way, all 
previous farmers were transferred from other divisions to the 
agricultural division. Then, we are subjugating the land here 
and that is a dirty and filffloult job especially wit.. our

fen V 2
By now you should have received the report 
I trust it will be of some help. r_ _ 11
at this end and sent you occasional supplements.

Things nave been humming here. The agricultural program is 
in lull swing, people are leaving in droves ana self-govern
ment is Just around the corner. All of wnich keeps me hopping.

At long last I’ve acquired a young research assistant. He is 
a Kibel technically but functions practically as ..isei. As 
bait I used tne college credit, so let me know soon wnat Is 
happening along that line. You will probably have also noticed 
by this time that the field net cs vzritten up by some of the 
assistants retain their original flavor. I haven’t done 
much in the way of editing or rewriting except where it is 
necessary to bring out the correct meaning. However, I have 
been going over the reports with the assistants and helping 
them correct the English. Several of them requested that and 
already are improving. If you like 1 can edit them more 
carefully but I don’t want to destroy the Identity too much 
for at tiiies the style in itself is significant.

We had a beating a week or 
No-don’t be alarmed at 

It turned out to be a 
personal fight between two individuals although at first it 
I thought it might be an indication of trouble. & Parent- 
Soldier organization was set up here and at one of the meetings 
a hot argument sprang up between two fathers-one a block 
manager, the other a member of Internal Security. After the 
meeting the Internal Security man attacked the blocak manager 
and rather srverly beat him up. The IS man was suspenddd(he 
was off duty at tne time). After a week of suspension he 
went back on duty. The block manager tried to get him dis
charged but didn’t succeed. It seems that these two men were 
very friendly on the Coast but since center days have been 
quarreling constantly and have a long record here of animosity. 
The quarrel which at first I thought grew out of the Parent- 
Soldier setup w. .ioh has not had too smooth a path seems almost 
certain to have been strlctuly personal. However, I am keeoing 
close watch on the Parent-Soldier setup. The report on the 
first meeting of the group indicated some friction.



2.

yesterday, the carpenters stepped work and sent a party to demand 
that the carpenter group be given permission to go to town.on a 
certain given day. A system has teen Instltued here of allowing 
wor.-.ers to go to town for a day as a reward fcr good work in tne 
past. This was first initiated on a division basis and groups 
or whole divisions depending on size went out. This soon devel
oped into a big ncadacne for everybody concerned. T.ree or four 
division trucks full of oeople would go to town and klckbac :s 
began to co e from the nelgnborhlng community. Finally, it was 
decided to limit these town leaves to onetruck load(20) a day. 
That is only 20 would be given fret transjortab'on and if more 
wanted to go and not wiat their turn on the true?. tney could pay 
tnefcr own way. A?so tne leave was relaxed to include anybody who 
had never been off the project reg-rdelss is he was wcr .l g cr 
not. Of course, the divisl ns who radn't had a chance to go out 
felt discriminated. Before whoii groups had gone out in truexs- 
now only 20 a day co ula go free and tne rest would nave to pay. 
;;.y iris ran me ragged about it s- I knew from first-hand experie.ee 
how they felt. The carpenters were slated to go as one cf tie 
first groups but some/iow kept putting it off-finally tne new 
rule went into effect and the carpenters felt they were out in 
tne cold. Hence, the walkput to obtain a definite time, they 
were only off an our or so for th« matter was s on settled and 
they were tdld that under tee new setup tney could-plan on guln~ 
as a roup the first weex in June. So all is quiet there. ?. 
S;a f ter (ass ’ t director) thought notni.?' of it. However, it seems 
tu me rat.-ier significant that we should have two suer. minor 
inci tents within the the last few weeks. I am partially con
vinced tuat there is a relationship. The oarpcntei-s having 
seen tne truck and tractor operators pull the stunt followed 
suit. In themselves tne incidents probacly are nothing but it

dust storms and chilly weather. Mess hall trouble also developed 
and tiie men complained they wer n't getting enough to eat. So ‘ 
a 'snalsk' system was put into effect. All went well until about 
ten days ago when we had a spell of hellish weather. Finally one 
morni-.g I got wind of a walkout of the truck arid tractor opera tiers 
of the agricultual division. It turned out that the day previous 
the afternoon 'lunch' ted not been delivered and all the mechanical 
conveyance operators stayed awa„. from work in a body. Then it 
developed tuat a certain group among these operators were de andlng 
the removal of a certain foreman who had been getting into every
body's hair. The excuse tney gave for staying out, however, 
centered around tne non-appearaoee of the 'snack' the day oefore. 
bone of the topmen ere aware of the walkout until late in tne 
ai ernoon. Stafford expressed himself very strcngl to tne 
effect tiat if he was going to have a bunch of tempermental 
hands in the farm division, he would im ediately stop all the 
farm program, put the land into wh/eat and forget about growing 
vegetables. The farm division man called the men to etner, 
threshed out the problem cf authmnity, assured hem their lunch 
would be on time from hence and the next day the men all turned 
up for work again. 2»bx A goodly percenta e of the men involved 
were recent transfers from otner divisions and I think there is 
some resentment at elng forced into the farm d ivision. But all 
has been quiet on that front sir oe then.

experie.ee
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Do you have a file of t. e project news ?a cr

1
t .e

s' toped 
ce didn’t

or

“ ■ * * tr.e Irrigator?
I have acquired a duplicate bji means which my mother never 
taught n;c and I can let pou have it. ut s .je 
1 want to be sure you don't already nave it.

i

indicates t at oex-tain groups here are awakening to tae fact that

Gt .er resldents'Fthought r?f ;t..e Jf ’ rst..Incident' 'a yr-dll' htrfke
- ’ fhatowas successful.f it. >.1.11 r l‘< to > dee ■ at--

general,-reaction will fee £of'iM'rcar^erter^rAir. -Hr5 '.Sere 
has' feeanj-a. rathe^f,llmjjcd; blrcalctipi ;8? these';ac?siH aseng-’tle 
residents. ^Shafer, . o.;hve^» a..;ree.-; ht.'hxV tpoy;' -re ■ -•.ake-.fn- un 

■ to tne f~ct thafthey c?n, exert. preh'sur c"dnd -1 s<lr.tferts tad- f n': 
learning *'na t' the pXherr'resXdept’B;iw-i?l>: &e^:3* vl 7-;;£ aBSSri3 tKib*-3e 

; ■ tninke f.i sq~{ f riipps" po%e up. ,, ^sT^r. ic be^in-jf sW 8J J-er i'ets^ ,,Wtrp$ feuFsp *> ceC-: ,J
' “"On 21 BHil®9'! ^'i Cn-ianj; nl

Self-governemfcnt is9not'yet ?iere’nt/d' is!t!a*%-fen3t3bfc atouftd-’ 
for sometime . After John Provlneefi aeetin •.•.•1th t.-.u ryan: zation 
Commission Group here trie charter on which this group has been 
wor .Ing for the past six months was reworked a d submitted to 
tr.e project director, ihen for over three weeks nothing was 
done-Laat week another meeting was held at which HL.; idea of 
what the charter should, be was returned to them. The original 
c iirter had been briefed into about five or six general pargraphs- 
compare the charter I sent in with the new brief. The essentials 
are there but in very general terms. The reaction of t e 
organization committee was interesting. Host :f teem seem to 
fee getting heartily sick of the whole a. fair and want only to 
have tne thin; over with so tney can dis and. There was some 
expression as to why should we spend ..ontns and mont.is . r ing 
to wddk up something only to have it toss d out tie Window.
One ,.e ber had sp nt weexs translating tie original ci.arter 
into Japane e an was qul e disgusted. However, all agreed 
to t e proposed brief and it is going to submitted to the 
congress of block delegatee and them: will be -ut to community 
xsekax vote. All :>as been ruiet in regard to t e announcement 
concerning the amendment c >4—definltelac . of Interest or if 
present not belnc expressed. * months ago 1 am Fold t.ere 
would have been quite a lot of excite.ent and Interest, we 
are ready for the election and should be a le to work up a 
ratner complete report. ed deicer has Already v.r tten a 
preliminary report on this phase.

it so precious
I understand that 

six copies of the paper is mailed to ’.as 1 gton an: you should 
It is rat er diff’oult to 

Last week none of 
arc &ii 

, "he newspaper o 
ut you know me and I wheedled some

be able to xeep it up to date tnere. 
obtain it were strange as that ay seem, 
admin. pe pie recieved copies beaause so -'any 
to peopio wr.o have left the project. 
..ven have a file copy. i .
my flfte from other sources.

A 11 tit. item you m.- nt be Interested in concerns relations 
in tne ne rby oommun ty-bas iesohlecht to be exact. .: 
young uuoks in Twin-Falls are being service! by one gal in
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town)profess ional) and several Japanesei amateurs. The setup 
is not uncommon for smal VtowAs-triefe Is "a lodging- house - with 
several girls-tne customer rings a bell and fells the1 landlady 
he’s looking for a piece and is directed tO 'his destination. • It 
seems only one of . the gals is willing to take on the j*A boys 
but she manages to keep.them a'.ppv.. Since the whole thing is 
rawer solitary, by that there 1 s'congregating’in a honky-tonk 
parlor there is not much chance for fights to develop with em£xx 
other customers, Caucasion or'otnerwise. In one of the nearby 
towns also one of the-restaurnats sports a big sign-WHITfe RESTAURANT. 
In general fne feeling is not bad. I’ve been dn the prowl a--bit. 
I sure give a lot for my work. No cracks either.
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J

Again rumors are the talk of the day here. A rather nasty 
one came in the other day to the effect that one of our 
volunteer® had been beaten and practically castrated in 
Salt Lake City and was in the hospital there. The stcry was 
supposedly str ignt from the kid’s mother. You could almost 
trace its course with red ink through the camp. I checked 
immediately with the mother and found that as usual exaggeration 
was rife. It seemed that the lad was walking down one of 
the streets in SL one night while on furlough(in uniform) and 
had been jumped by some hakujin who had kidked him. The kid 
was an expert jujitsu fan and tossed the fellow for a loop. 
As far as I could discover the lad acquired only a bruise or 
two on the leg and is now well and happy in Camp Shelby.
Then since Myer’s statement about the closing of the centers 
rumor has been mounting here to the effec t that we were 
due to close very shortly. You probably saw the telegram 
the P.D. addressed to .’.'yers to get denial. Several local 
newspapers here specifically named Hunt ani Topaz as centers 
due to close soon and we were all agog. Myer’s telegram telling 
that Immediate closure is not contemplated is being widely 
circulated and will I hope help to scotch this particular one.
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last

Ltolntyne is here thia week.
rejects.

1

Are your folkk songs out?

As ever,

i

?' I

‘ It still is
So far haven't been 

of Contribution meney but

I think you will b interested to see 
between Issee-ih sei in tne meeting.

I've talked with him several 
times since he Lias some good dope about other
7e met this morning with the High school core teac 'ers and 
talked about relocation, (see my field report on this meeting).

The Self government issue is now about ready to be presents 
to the people. The charter has been accepted by the Con/ress 
of del gates (compare the present charter wltn tne old one) 
One of my field reports deals with the Qongress meeting and 

that split that developed

Raxxtas Any news on tne college credit setup? 
important to Sume or my >eopie here. C_ 1— 
ab'le to wangle anything in tne way 
haven't given up yet.

If you recall my last letter, I mentioned the argument that 
occurred between one of the staff members and one of the 
co.mission members with the esult tnat the commission member 
felt he had to resign to save face. That was averted ard 
wnen the chairman of the organ, commission suddenly left tne 
man in question, Akiyma, was chosen chairman for t e spedial 
meeting, rie proved very inept in handling the meeting-in 
fact conrused the whole procedure. Today tnere was another 
organ, commission meeting a;d he didn't appear at it. He 
xas apparently couldn't oe reached and nence supposedly didn't 
knww about tne meeting. In reality.,he spent an hour or 
so before the meeting in my office telling ojie of my assistants 
wno is also on the oommission that he couldn't fact tne 
others and I£ . Townsend after tne large meeting oi 
week. Again-he is trying to save face.
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Yay 25, 1943

Dear Ned:ii

How are things down Poston way? We are going full
Community Government issteam here.

but so far seem s to be strictly cold turkey.
I enclose xaxExdtx several letters to our talkativeI
friend that 1 though'you might be interested in.

You Wj.ll be interested in our frined Yr. J-shii-for

a few hours I really was in spot trying to figure out

how to diplomatically smooth out the wrinkles his zeal

had created.

Kin is fine and

having

s ome of the Commission minutes typed up--if you -ant

them let me know.

As ever
I

1

I
''1^

I ’jfcjlwe are starting on the block studies.

now in the offrg

harlie is mooning around as ever,

All is well now, thank God.
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A rather interesting sidelight cn that suojcct tookplatfe the 
other day. One of the Commission members, Hoy Akizyama, had 
a runin with the asst, poject director. Akiyama is an Issei 
probably in his late forties or early fifties who is trying 
very hard to be a big shot. He is very aggressive, does a lot 
of talking-in a sense might be ca led a "rabsle-rouser'*. He 
calls the. top men here by the first names, etc. He has a very 
good comman of English and for tn at reason plus the fact that 
iae gets around and is well Known is often chosen bj, groups to 
represent them wit the administration.

What is the latest dope about the college credit setup? Has 
that gone by the boards? I$ve several people here who have 
already been doing a lot of reading in preparation.

HLS is due to leave for D.C. tomorrow and you will probably 
be seeing nim. I've only got glimpse of him that last few 
weeks for he has been devoting most of his time to the agricul
tural program.

One of the clocks, here, 22-is scheduled to be vacated to make 
room for the high school and offices, .he residents have been 
holding it off until last wee.-: when a little pressure was put 
on. All agreed to move but a few families who held out and 
finally sent a delegation of four men seeking >romlse of the 
project giving them lumber, etc, so they could fix up . heir 
nww places. Akiyama although he does not live in that block 
was asked by the rouo to act as t. elr spokes: an. Ihe grapp 
descended upon Phil Shafer with tneir demands. Some-here along 
the line Shafer more or less got peeved at the group and 
turned on Akiyama and told him off-tnat he had no business 
sticking his nose in affairs that was none of his business, etc. 
This was in front of the four other representatives who had asxed 
Akiyama to be their representative. Ups hot-Akiyama blew his 
top and left. He immediately sat down and dictated a letter 
of resignation to the Cr.efef/ of Community Services from his 
position as an Cgganization Commission member. I saw the letter 
and it said sometnlng to the effect: "because of a recent un-

The latest C.A. series arrived as/ well as newletter. Who is 
kkaxaaaiyskxadxxxaKoxex taking Useem's place if any? Community 
government is now in the a±i here but so far there has been very 
little interest. The organization commisstion is submitting 
the briefed charter to the block delegates on Thursday night 
and it will then be put to vote.
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G-. Townsedd , chief Community Services called Akiyama in today 
and had a long talk with him and pointed out that he was on the 
losing side-tnat the troublemaker in 22 who had been Holding up 
the moves had been ta:en care of and that he had only been trying 
to make Akiyama, the goat. Akiyama, who I’m sure by this time 
had regretted blowing his top agreed at once arid things were 
smoothed over from that angle. Townsend t en talked to Shafter, 
convinced him that .he riad been in the wrong in berating Akiyama ‘ 
before his friends and prevailed upon nim to c'l'er his apologies. 
A meeting was diplomatically arranged so as to appear casual and 
accidental and the Iasi, I saw of Akiyama he was smiles from ear 
to ear and said--’’Everythingi ail fixed up now.”

I neard some interesting stuff also from Akiyama in regard to 
volunteering about him and have verified it from other sources. 
The ad. men took the st unp in regard to volunteering an 3 Shafer 
gave many soeeched. But many of the things he is supposed to ave 
said were deliberately left out in the interpreted soeeched by 
his interpreters since he several times m?de statements that 
would have deeply offended the oiler Issei. In digging arouni 
several of the men who worked with him admitted tnat they had 
done this.

So I hotfooted up to tne Ad. area to see what was in the wlrd • 
Stafford and Shafer were closeted and Townsend h^d’only a few 
moments before heard of the argument. However, ItaZLearned that 
Akiyama was due to get his ears pinned bsc^ if he decided to 
try anything and you isn’t believe this-but this actually is true- 
;,he was going to be forced back in line by threat of pinning 
a morals charge on him. It seems that he has been claying around 
with another man’s wife lately. That was one of trie trump cards 
up the ad’s sleeve.

So on the surface all is smooth again. However, Akiyama must 
now explain to his audience his sudden change and that will be 
interesting to watch. T-t j g interesting to note also that the 
ad. still have their ace in readiness. I can’t understand Shafer’s 
bounding off before an Issei group and especially jumping on^ 
a representative in front of his followers—He is not like tnat 
at all and certainly by now should understand trie psychology of 
the residents.

fortunate incident, I feel I am unworthy to hold such a 
responsible position.” One of my assistants is now secretary 
to tae Organization Commission and Aklya- a immediately sought 
him out and told him the news. I was in the office at the time 
and so got Akiyama’s story about an hour after the affair 
happened. He was blowing his top right and left, and was threaten
ing to disclose all in the coming Delegate meeting. ne felt tnat 
Shafer had publicaly disgraced him and that the only thing 
left for h m to do(to save face) was to resign from his position 
as Commission Member. HA spilled a lot of stuff about Shafer’s 
activities here, sum- new to me, and always ended up with—”He’s 
nothing but a greenhorn and has a nice smooth line about democracy 
but he doesn’t believe in it inside.”
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Personal

Dear Ned:

to write is wnen

cues bions

to

Q.

umer JACL people?1

A.

|*)LgaaxX * ' A 

x* y

none of 
acquire 
Sundays 
to reel

d

C ^/ac

Shortly after trie opening of Minidoka a delegation old 
visit Stafford and diseased with him Lue aavisaoiiity of 

wording with Issei rati-sSr tnan young Nisei.

Is sei waited on Stall ord 
, to w.rk cioseiy

'Is it true tnat a delegation of I---- -  -- 
very in tne game and urged aim not 
with Sakamoto aim

Minidoka nas oeen so far in tne background tnat your 
d dn't oring back muon recollection. However, a lew lteas come 

mind and here tn ey are for whatever tney are wortn.

It seems as thuugn trie omy time I can find
I’m sick. I’m down witn a cold and am sticking close to my 
hovel for a day or so. Hovel is actually too good a name 
for this dump. I’ve just aoout given up nope of finning any 
tmng ano use this place on±y for sleeping.

Waiie I am not 
sure wrietaer Sakamoto was used as an illustration, tne situation 
at Puyallup was used to bolster tne group’s argument. Actually 
tne delegation hit out at Sakamoto and JACL Dy indirection.
I do not recall tne exact membership of tne delegation but it 
was not exclusively Issei for I’m quite sire thau Mln Yasui 
was a member. Other delegates were Okatfima, Y. Fugii, Roy 
Akiyamacj/S. Sasaki* (S. Hara was not a memoer of the group J 
Tne delegation was chosen from a larger group tnat nad met 
in Block £2 to discuss the prooiem of representation in Minidoka. 
It was organised oy a small gr^up who nad been biding tneir 
time since Puyaiiup. Tney nad not voiced criticism wnile there 
for fear of reprisal by trie JACL leaders. Main concern was 
tnat tne JACL crowd was not to gain control of Minidoka. At 
Puyallup, you’ll remember, it was relieved tnau anyone who 

spoke against Sakamoto and nis crown was scon yanked out of 
tne center oy ore miliLary--{ie Tom M-tsuda, Bin limbo etc^ 
Anyway the delegation visited 3 bail urn. It was supposed to 
he headed cy Okajima(ne was already being used as a flgarenead) 
ana bne group agreed beforehand to let him do trie talking.

As usual I am going around in circles. I’m appalled at the 
lack o^ material, yet I always seem to be working. Tnis pasu 
week I ve been doing a lot of local souff for Dolins and now 
am trying to get out some material for a Tuie Lake memo. Yet 

it aaas muon to tne overall picture I’m tryirg to 
for our files. I’ve been working Saturdays ana 
trying to get my notes in rougn draft but am beginning 
a li .tie bit too faggea out to keep it up.
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.ery prominent in Seattle politics. He was 
a Fieri tei Assoc (I believe) and was knovn

> connection, am nis influence .as largely 
He was not a leader eitner in

Like Fuji! he was “small fry
These ’small fry1 individuals 

by the TBI but soon paroled--the really (Issei) 
nowever, were interned and didn’t get

nara was not 
an of fleer of 
mos t ]y in this 
limited to this group.

a political or social light, 
in tne old days in Seattle, 
were picked up i w 
prominent leaders, nowever, were interned and didn’t get 

their release until several years later. In any event soon 
after his arrival in Minidoka,Hara was made head of bl .managers. 
H^mor lias it tnat Sakamoto had something to do with this 

appointment. I don’t knew about this except tnat Smfer did 
take Sakamoto’s aavise somewhat in the beginning and it is 
also true tnat Hara ana Sakamoto knew e*cn other fairly 
well. Hara was largely responsible for appointment of other 
block managers and picked a group tnat later supported him 
wnen the charter and council became an issue. Gradually tne 

block manager group became tne strong force in the center.
Some ran their blocks with more than an iron hand and complaints 
began to seep tar ough to tne adm-ni strati on. Hara apparently 
as not willing or able to cope with certain of the strong->rm 

boys . After tne defeat of tnecnarter, tne administration 
(Stafford ana Townsend ) felt that the block manners had 
become a little to 0 strongly entrenched ana a decision was 
made to reduce tne block managers by half and to eliminate 
Hara’s position. This was done and Hara bee. me chief 
timekeeper for tne Agricultural division. He than more 
or less dropped from sight until he became he?a of the 
Parent ooldier Association, Rara’s support was almost 

solely with the block managers. He was not popular with

Q. Status of Hara
A. Hara and hr friends were not involved in this 

delegation. I oelieye H^ra was neau of bi. managers at 
- tals time out ~s Vi‘ know none of tie block managers pd&yed 

any part in this delegation.

However, Okajima didn’t carry tnrougn ana Y. Fujii(tnen still 
an unknown) took over and out lire d to HLS tne feelings of 

tne group. Later wnen tne group reported back to tne larger 
group at Block dd, Roy Akiyama attacked Fujii for stepping 
in and usurping Okajima’s role ana said that from th en on 
tie (Roy) refused t o be gagged. Tne group was successful 
in selling cne admiui strati .n witn tneir oasic idea but 
since it was made up of self appointed individuals it fell 
apart after tne first meeting. Tne sqaooie oetween RoyA. 
ana Fuji! indicates tnat political amxoition was already 
coming out. (I don’t know much about this meeting since 
it was before my time...S. Sasaki, the young^maladjusted 
Issei wno was on tn e delegation is now in NewYork ana if 

you want more information I can try to get it from him. You 
may ememoer him as a friem of Fr. Miyamoto. He pulled out 
of tne group after tne first meeting ana from that time on 
refused to take any part in camp politics.)

! ‘ I’
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All tn Is, however,

Q. Circumstances of Okajima's departure frun Minidoka.

Q. Re absence of gang-beat Ings and infl. of Takanasni.

?

—* -

residents and without the support of the black managers he 
retired from politics. The Parent Solider Ass. was not at 
all popular during its early d^ys. It was largely aoministrati n 
sponsored and the group never became important in center 
politics.

Fuji! while he was’small fry’ back in Seattle slowly but steadily 
grew in political stature at Minidoka. Back in Seattle he was 
too young and untried to have gained much support. He seems to 
have oeen active m the Buddhist group and was known
mostly in tnis connection. In Minidoka through Housing Fuji! 
soon became well known. He was also active from the very start 
on committees that dealt witn the adminis oration and by the 
time the charter was adopted, he was ihecx logical candidate for 
chairman of the council. You know his center career so lix 
neediifct go into that. You may not know, however, that Fuji! 
was quite a favorite of SAAffords. Even when Fuji! as chairman 
of the Council was at odds with Stafford, ne always retained 
his personal popularity. He used to drop in and visit Stafford 
at nis apartment at night ana on Sundays. The Fujii’s were 
probably tne first evacuee family the Stafford got to know in 
the center. Stafford, ie, thought a good deal of Fujii’s little 
girl-he took item for airplane ride, etc) All tnis, however, was 
more or less kept undercover oy Fuji!..

I

A. It is true that taere were tteeSES at Minidoka. Just why 
g^ng-oeatings didn't appear is rather puzzling. The absence cf
Nlsei-Kibei gangs as not due to ±Kg±^xsfi: Takahashi's a^t-tude 
and influnece. C.T.'s im'l. was largely wit h a younger group. True, 

he did have a lot to do with regis uration and volunteering later
on but prior to this big fling I would say t£iat he did not exert

A. I doubt whether you could say that Ckajima was too pro- 
American for the Iseei sentiment that developed in the community. 
Tne eariy rse of Okajima was it seems to me more of an accident 
man anything else. As you know he was not prominent in Seattle - 
actually ne was not A long time Seattie resident. He was not 
interned either (a measure in one respect of nis prominence). His 
big aavantugeswere his knowledge of English, his venerable appearance, 
and nis ability to conduct meetings. He had no previous political 
background-henee md no politic .1 enemies.. .2n short he made a 
good figurehead. If you recall any of your meetings with him, you’ll 
remember that he se_dom took any initative. He was a goodSsummarAizer”. 1 
His departure fran the center was probably more from histown 
choice tnan any pressure. He was a smart olct oird and I m 
sure knew ‘that ne was o^ ing used by some of the pol tical ambitious 
men in the center. Ifl it had oeen merely pressure a ainst his 
prO-American views, he^could have easily followed tne accepted 
pattern and withdrawn from political life.
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I’m airaid all Lae aoove is rather garbled and won't make mien 
sense to you. But I poured it out as it came to mind. Without 
my notes and files, my memory ham't too good at filling derails. 
I nope though some of your questions nave been answerd.
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much influence amongst the older Nisei group. Back in Minidoka 
evacuees when .queried on subject of Kibei groups would say 
that tney tnougn there were rewerz Kibei in Minidoka and 
the Northwest Kibei were much more Americanized than tne 
California Kibei. The implication was tha l there wasn’t much 
noticeable difference between Northwest Nisei and Kibei.
This was, of enrsee, rationalization. Before evacuation strong 

antagonisms existed in Seattle. The Kibei had. tneir cwn
clubs ana activities. Nisei girls didnSt date Kibei buys and 
if tney did, they were more or less ostrasi ed oy their ovn 
group. Of course, there were exceptions. Just prior to evacuation 
the leeling flared up. The JAC! ..as accused oy tne Kioei of 
putcing them onaspt , etc. hence tuw-e was antagonism and 
lots of it. Then, why lack of i t in Minidoka. Answer probably 
lies in fact tnat some of the steam was biown off prior to 
evacuation and during Puyallup days. Tne Puyallup Center nxxsx 
activities seems to have haa farreacaing effects of events

in Minidoka. Since tne Nisei did not play too important a 
part in affairs at Minidoka, the antagonism between Nisei-Kibei 
was at a minimum. The Nisei leaders like Sakamoto who snouted 
Gteir pro-American feelings at the top of tneir voices were

more or less muzzled at Minidoka. Then, too, Minidoka, actually 
had few Nisei leaders. The leaders of Seattle such as Bill 
Nlmbo, Tom Matsuda, Kenji Okuda, T. Nokagi, etc, all of whom 

were active in 1,1 A sei circles in Seattle were in other centers. 
Again ±tx’ small fry’ Nisei came to the front. Others wno
were there were too specialized to gain wide follow!ngs-ie, 
Dyke Miyakawa (newspaper and CIO labor organizer, or Dick 
Takeuichi(ed. of Japanese newspaper in Seattle and editor cf 

Minidoka Irrigator who was forced out of tne center in Feb. Sp
atter he allowed a story calling tne assi;t. director’Pre tty Boy1 
to be printed^ In short, Nisei leadership was scarce and after 
tne exper±eace at Puyallup, Nisei lost interest in politics... 
C.T. and his pressure group during registration and volunteering 
swung both Kibei ana Nisei around. Tne large group that 
went out removea most of tne rema ining dominant characters.

There were noticeable differences, of course, in Minidoka.. There 
ms a small group of Kibei that formed a more or less cohesive 
group but their activity was strictly social. The majority

fdtcc adapted to tne larger group. One of tne leadin g Com. Activity 
organizers was^strong Portland Kioei.
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DOCUMENTS Ort Ii<7CftM;.TIGN TG OBTAIN

1*

Cushmans’ not.s on Negotiations night of 11/21*2*

Sr LH tO>

•i

5.

6*

8*

10.

12.

15<r John Fo.'/ell’s memorandum on fence to ’.TH, what happened to the memo*

15.

Detailed interview ’.-.1th Ed Ouchi, ES, 11/1616*

17?

.8*

la
20*

Sir

longer cper/tin^ puiapfc (Hupkc reado*> 
i»» • t'

1'^)

ii

I

Names cl peopxe who first got in touch itd Head on release of Uchiaa, and 
also spoke with FBI, Tuesaty ana ’Veduesday committees.

VJhat Evans told H* Smith, —1/X&/42, after morning staff me^ti^ 
chidit.ea his expressed attitude,.

V/RA Circular 24 9 / ■

5

>

Letter from 7agner saying engineers no 
thi s, 11/ 2S) ( U/ /J A* )

Notes made by King, the h*P*, H/lo/42

Copies of newspapers carrying reports on strike* )

JI

Check *-ith James, Kiiller and Head as to ’aho celled FBI in Uchida chsg and 
.-.as it with Head’s approval,

I

Confidential kemo of State jepnrtm^t on treatment of orientals (He^d has 
seen this*)

Announcement Evans re;.d to the 72 on the 19th* (l^H)

Vlic-Q John said on afeemoon of 11/18 in talks with Fg5/ etc, (JE)

**^14, Aoyer’s speech to Evacuees — 11/17/42, and notes on questions 

Notes on foyers’ evening speech go efoployees.

Aiui Kunatazii’s report of Evacuee Teachers’ k eting — 11/22 \

Gv^y of 5 points Head received on 11/25 from Powell M/

Tx’unscrlpt of Codu-iers sp ech to Gemp III, and reactions to itr rj

kiss Cushman’s note.: on cross-examliation of suspects, night of 1'iJh*

Copy of report II* Suiith r. ;.d on clothing, 11/1g, and co. y of vire he read*

Copy of letter about subsistence, l.-./xo, signed by Omori ana Sugtooto,

Block man;.gers resignation* — 11/18



DOCUMENTS OR INFORMATION TO PE OBTAINED, 2

Letter Lo Miss Lahn from secty, 11, 2323,

".'hat Block circul te petition to stop strike, 11/ 23 (Head)24,

Note of 2nd meeting with committee of 111/2325,

26,

Wo was the second woman on platform with Uchida 1 s partets.28,

29,

el 30

Aiinutes of mt eting of Executive Committee, 11/ 2632e

53,

(see JF for this)Police records on their investigations of the beatings35

List of ail people In Judo, instructors end classes also if orsibxe.36.

List of is sei who cc-.x; speak English37,

The Issei fepresentative of Block Id'—38,

Check ith Pressman regarding Kay Nishimura’s injuries.

!
—■--------------------

EjBK

Find out names of three representatives of strikers rho rent from I 
to get sympathy In II,

List of 72 obtained by Haas, 11/24

r

H

Fine out difference betw en Cen, Committee and Executive Committee, if 
any, and also if Cen. Comudttee elected 11/26 replaced Emergency

/4>h t*

’’New Deal for Poston”, statement of new lab* r program (!/ x/

z't y \Provinse’s Memorandum on Government — one excluuinb issei, ' /

I
I

I
!■ if Heads of Departments of Couiuunicr-Lion ;i.d Tnmsport, and of Contact, 

Long signed statement regarding release of Uchida seen 11/24 y) 

(mujt be afl’adavits)-
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27.

years; wandering from place to place, always seeking safety and

security. The United States has not only offered santuary, but now

opportunity, and they want to take full advantage of it,They never
want to know the insecurity of the past again.

There was definite evidence of this fear expressed by the girl

who has her ten year old sister to support and broke down crying when
told her departure had again been postponed.

few days in her departure which was the real cause of her grief $ jit Iwas
the fear that bf or some unknown reason she might not be admitted to the
United States, or that her sister might not be admitted It was expressed
in the same way by the mother of two children wh :n she was told she

ould not leave pntil February because the quota.for her nationality was
filled for January. she cried to the agency interviewer.ii

’’You told me I could go. Now you say I will have to wait.1’ In both of

these cases the women had not yet learned to trust the decisions of a

sound and stable government. Governments they had known in the past

were not to be trusted. While the fear of these two women was an immed

iate fear, it is akin to that of the temporary visa v&sa people who have

yet to stand health tests before they are assured of admission on a.

It is natural that these people are unable to understandpermanent basis.

the word ” quota” as used by the administrative workers and the agency

interviewers. To them it is an unknown , an impersonal thing over which

they have no control and with which they cannot grapple. The very word is

feared. It is the word which causes delay and uncertainity and it is

someway a part of the immigration procedure.

The desire to hasten departure from the shelter

due to a desire to get away from Fort Ontario, although this was in many

I 
i|Oh, Why,”

was not entirely

It was not the delay of a

r
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How do the residents of the shelter face the problems of resettle

ment, the obstacles as they see them, their anxieties and f^ars?

the people at the shelter. All are aware that there will be some difficult-
■iies in making adjustments to living cutside the shelter, some more than

Those least concerned, of course, are the ones who have relativesothers.

who are ready and willing to aid them. There are among the refugees
persons who refuse to give serious thought to the difficukties they will

encounter. This is caused by a feeling that nothing could be more trying

or difficult than the experiences they went through in Europe before they

is probably a natural reaction withcame to the United States. This

individuals who have suffered greatly. For months and even years, they

have lived in constant dread of physical harm or death. One man express
ed this feeling very forcibly when he said: 11 Well, if you had escaped j

from Dechau, where thousands were murdered, would you be concerned about

the relatively simple matter of earning your own living? M This

optimistic view of the future is closely associated with the longing

for freedom, which is now attainable • Again it may be seated in

the forced living for the day, which had been their mode of living

when surrounded by danger. They are not yet accustomed to long range

planning.

for instance,
who had been a tailor in Europe, cal went to Rochester to take employ-

no show of doubt but that

—
___ !

I

|

I

even they

On the whole it may be said that there is an air of optimism among

ment in an American clothing factory, with

seem to have an unexpected confidence. A man in the late sixties,
IY

Tne more serious minded and many of the older persons do not take the 
same ultJh optimistic view that some of the younger show, yet
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he can meet any economic struggle with his own hands. The old Polish

woman who has a crippled hand and for years had "been nearly blind,

until an operation restored her sight, was required to

accept aid from one of the sponsoring agencies. She promised faithfully
to pay back the loan and spurned the idea that she will need future assist-

iance. She is proud of the ownership of a sewing machine, and with it

These are not isolated instances.proposes to earn her own living.
There are others. Maybe it is not realism. Maybe they have yet to learn

more about the economic facts of living in America to appreciate the

perils that lie ahead of them. It is difficult to understand this attit-
Iude and this seeming overconfidence.

There are the younger women 'who propose not only to provide for

Those who prefer to accept loans

from the sponsoring agencies instead of similar loans from relatives,

They

ant to be objects of cha^rity. Whether this is entirely due to ado not v

hr to the fact that they all know

that one of the requirements of our immigration laws is that they must

not be dependent on public support for a period of five years, is hard to

Each individual has been carefully told of the requirementsdetermine.

of our immigration laws ano the arrangements of the sponsoring agencies

to vouch for them until citizenship has been established. The fear of

deportation is probably the greatest fear of any these persons

They will strain every effort to prevent such a fcjnrg/thing fromhave.

happening.

In order to understand this attitude and the fear of deportation,

They have been homeless for

 

_ ■

I j
!

I

I

themselves but for their old parents.

one must look into t£e past of these people.

because they feel that the relatives would not accept repayment.
Q -

reluctance to accept charity as such,
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This answer will not "be long in comingremain for the future to answer.
because it is these same agencies which have guaranteed to the immigration
authorities that the refugees individually will not become objects of

public assistance in the United States for a period of five years.
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tell you of the days and nights oft.'.ey cane to the shelter. They will

hunger, of searching fcrf food, fears of appealing to doctors for

medical aid, lest they he reported to the enemy. All of these fears and

hardships were behind them when they arrived at the shelter. They express
appreciation for the barracks housing and safety provided by the

government•

chief

had been interupted. When they learned that their children could attend
I I

the Oswego public schools, they were happy and they will tell you quite
frankly that they appreciate it.. This privilege was afforded them mainly

because of the public school system and by the generous attitude of the

officials of the city of Oswego and the state of New York rather than by
the Federal government, but the shelter residents do not make this

distinction. To them the schooling is a part of what the Government

provided.

many services and goods not available through the government agency

administering the shelter, is good. Since these benefits were not so

basic or necessary, they are not mentioned in the conversations with

as often as the food, shelter and educationthe shelter residents

provided by the government. At the same time one notes that they are

These homeless people have been forced to think in termsappreciated.

depend on these outside agencies and upon the government to the extent

that their own initiative has been impaired, is a question which will

iI

!I

of basic essentials of living for so long that they are deeply impressed 

by the very attainment of essentials. Whether they have learned to

I
I

IJ

The general attitude toward the private agencies^which supplied

When the refugees first came to Fort Ontario..of their A 
i

concerns was for the education of their children. All of the school work
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minds '"hen mess halls started to close and firemen left some of the

"barracks. It was due mainly to an anxiety to complete the formalities

at Niagara Falls. Only when this was accomplished could they he

of admission. The period of waiting would end atabsolutely certain

that point. It was a new objective in their lives. Final admission meant

fulfillment of a plan and meant leaving the last great fear behind

them.
people are more fortunate than others becauseSome of t,.e

they are better able to make the necessary readjustments to living outside

This would be true of any large group of people.the shelter. Some
have relatives in the United States who are glad to welcome them and

There are also some who have relativesfinancially able to help them.

in the United States who either will not or are not able to help them

to any great extent. Some of the individuals have special skills which

will afford them ready employment at good wages. For example, there is

the pastry baker who was offered employment at $100 weekly by a

Buffalo employer the same day he left the shelter. Some have better

health than others and are therefore more able to perform manual labor.

Some have dependents to support, while others have only themselves to

provide for.

In a situation of this kind it is obvious that some arc more

secure than others; that some have more anxieties and fears of the

Some individuals realize theeconomic readjustments they must make.

difficulties of making these adjustments more keenly than others. Some do

not appreciate them at all and refuse to consider the problems of

economic readjustment to be serious.

There are a number of professional oeople and former manufact-

I

i
li

I

I i

I
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in the minds of citizens of Oswego and environs.refugees as people
Counter measures of publicity were carried out by the anti-immigration
forces, originating largely from sources outside Oswego, but the Ieffect was felt locally.

I

!

s

a controlled press in Europe.

prominent citizens)

' i

-

i

campaign was noted by the administrative staff# 
the feeling that the newspaper and 
their friends were now opposed to them.

Whether it was due to the influence of this Cooperating committee 
or not, it remains a fact that the great mass of the leading business 
and professional people in Oswego and the more liberal minded leaders 
were in

K

1AV

The publisher himself a member of the Oswego Chamber 
of Commerce and active in the business and civic life of the community, 
was favorable to the refugees in his editorial column.

Trie local daily newspaper in Oswego maintained a consistent 
attitude of printing a number of letters to the editor containing comm
ents from its readers on controversial subjects. It printed many 
letters about the refugees both pro and con. It required, however, 
that all communications printed be signed by the 2.hthor and % 
address given. the volume of anti-refugee letters ihcreased 
and there seemed to be — ------------ - -- J-
discredit the refugees.

/lettovo printed—ffiVOTyble refugee-s.

I

The reaction of the refugees to the letters to the editor
Some of them expressed 

its editors whom they had considered 
They were unable to understand 

the unbiased attitude of the American press. This is natural because 
they had been accustomed to

The City of Oswego Cooperating Committee ( a group of 
which was formed by the administration to aid in the 

public understanding of the shelter and in making factual information 
available, in time became an active force working for the refugees and 
tne decision of the government favorable to them to remain in this 
country. This committee memorialized the Congress in behalf of the 
residents of the shelter. Members of the committee appeared before the 
Congressional committee which conducted investigations at the shelter.

indications of an organized campaign to 
M~tho--..sanc .iime.,-.however V^there were- »ome 

The publisher of the 
newspaper, however, suspected that much of tne opposition had its 
origin outside the circulating area of his newspaper and conducted 
an investigation. In at least one instance he learned that the 
name given in communications was ficticious and that the
address was not accurate. In replies to the letters which he wrote, 
he found, too, that the postoffice department would sometimes return his 
letter rubber stamped ” unknown” •
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favor of permitting the refugees to remain in the United. States. Opposed

to them, however, were others in the local population , not so prominent

in civic affairs,not so active or outspoken but nevetheless definitely

A factor contributing to thisnot favorable to the refugees.

opposition was the large perdentage of Jewish people in the refugee
One member of the Coordinating committee said: ” I do notgroup.

believe there would have been any great amount of opposition had there

been less Jews at the shelter.11 In considering this statement one must

population of Oswego has relatively few Jewishbear in mind that the

( native) families — about 25 or 30 in all. Another man said: ” The

trouble is that everybody knows about this 900 people from the shelter.

Ten times that many Jews could come in through Ellis Island, and there

ould be very little comment.”

The fact that there was considerable divided sentiment in the

community and that the issue was an important one, was evidenced by

ii As far as I amthe statement of a small business man, who said:
They came into my place andconcerned I liked some of the refugees.

I dare not take sides, because I amalways acted like gentlemen.

in business. I have to keep out of controveries, because I depend on

this little business for my living and my customers are not new ones every

rday.”

The great mass of the people of Oswego and its environs, however,

appeared at first to have little interest in the refugees beyond that

of curiosity. This curiosity was first expressed in the crowds vzhich

and for days and evenings afterward until Labor Day weekend when the

first visitors were permitted inside the gates. As more information

I

lined, the fences of the reservation when the refugee trains arrived.
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What is the attitude of the people of Oswego ( where the shelter

is located ) toward the refugees and the attitude of the Oswego

people to the decision to admit the refugees to the United States ?

I
Those who were opposed to the refugees as a group of people apparently

the same persons who dislike the decision of the Government to alloware

them to enter United States under existing lav/. Those who were friendly and

sympathetic to the refugees as a group, are the same as those who applaud

the decision of the Government to allow them to remain in this country.

legitimate ground on which a protest again, the decision could be founded.

This situation may account 'or the fact that no such protest has been

The very absence of such alaunched by the anti-immigration forced.

protest does not imply that such opposition does not exist either in

Oswego or elsewhere in the country.

In order to understand the attitude of the people of Oswego and

its environs toward the refugees, it is necessary to note that they have

been subjected to pressures from the outside, both for and against the

Whenrefugees by pro-immigration forces and anti-immigration forces.

the refugees first arrived at the Fort Ontario reservation there was such

wide publicity through all media of mass communication in the country--

offered assistance and came to Oswego. Hany services which were not Provided
by the Government as a necessity of living, were provided by these

private agencies. All of this played a part in the estimate of the

........

k

I

I

!

I

i ; ■

newspapers, rp.dio, magazines, movies etc., that national attention was 

focused on them, 'immediately representatives of various private agencies

For all practical purposes these two questions may be treated as one.

Since no special exception was made for this group of people, there is no 
............ ■ . ,., . . X
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became knovzn about the new arrivals, Doth factual and. false, a great many I
of these people formed, opinions either favorable or unfavorable. It is

difficult to estimate the numerical strength of either

appeared to favor the refugees found, little or no faultW

conduct when they appeared on the streets, and mien the clXldXen went to

the public and religious schools in the city. Those who we

the continued residence of the refugees in Oswego or the United States,

and shift

less. The opposition sentiment in the city showed itself also in restient-

ment over the speaking of foreign languages on the streets by the refugees.

They were critical of the art exhibits which were held and of refugee

participation in musical programs at various city functions. The invitat-

ions for the refugees to take part in these musical performances, of
!

originated within the elements of the population which wascourse,
These people were more appreciative of thefavorable to the refugees«

talents of the refugees and more inclined to urge their continued residence

in the United States.

It is interesting to note that at the time of the resettlement

there were expressions of good-will toward the residents of the shelter

by Oswego friends. There were also complaints by those who had consistently
opposed them.These complaints followed the pattern of statements to the

effect that Oswego was well rid of a burden, but these foreign people

••Quid nor.’ wexfffrgx compete with discharged veterans for employment in

United States.

Since most of the departures were scheduled at

I

read in the actions of the people various sinister motives and attitudes.

Often they were characterized as arragant, haujty, proud, lazy

I

L

II
III

III 
I

Illi

Ilra very early hour

( 6 o’clock in the morning) there were

1

i I

3 deposed to

d. 'l -

Those who
'ffeX their

none of£ the local Oswego

i
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The story of the relocation centers is the story of

a group of people who were singled out by the United States

government during the war for unique treatment.

The theme of this report is one that emerges from the study

of a great deal of data. It is not a complicated theme, although

the situations in which it was expressed were often extremely

complicated. It is simply that a group of human beings seeks

self-determination endlessly, and given any opportunity at all

for it. Self-determination maans, for any fh group, two things:

freedom to live according to the standards and the Ideals

a se nse

iental background the urge was as strong as one finds it anywhere.

Any group with a definable set of values

to. fight for setf-dete-rm-inatl-ofr vhen it is threatened til fight

fir st,

4 
self-determination was apparent in every stage of the life in

I
the relocation centers. For the evacuees as a group with an Or-

which its experience has defined as the best and second, 
v-v tvu

of participating in its own destiny and future. The struggle for



-14-

The project a? genizations tookjq form from the xaxk
cearly contacts cf ackn initiators and volunteers to a large extent.
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