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The following report has just been received from the 
Granada Relocation Center:

’’Granada went out of business on October 15, scheduled 
date for the first WRA project closure, James G. Lindley, Project 
Director, announced. The majority of the last group to leave 
went to Sacramento, California, on two all-evacuee railway coaches. 
Many of the 126 had expressed a desire to return earlier but 
waited for housing to become available in that locality on October 
17. No evacuee left Amache without temporary or permanent housing 
having been provided at his destination. Departures from the 
Colorado center have been without incident or disorder. A total 
of nearly 10,000 evacuees have been inducted into the Granada 
project since August 1942 when the first group arrived from the 
Merced Assembly Center.”
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GfUlJADA'Ca^UlilTY ANALYSIS REPOST NO# 2

instructions from trie Director to all Project Directors i. sued on r..ay 15

One of tne first tasks under

soon as i . hud oeen estaulisned was

to undertake: Afteran examination into the causes of such resistances.
consideraole discussion, and some preliminary training and trials of several

methods of securing information on this topic, the Community Analysis Section
7*

decided tiut tne most adequate and reliable technique was to make up and
secure replies to a simple questionnaire on the subject. This questionnaire

was carefully formulated, with especial attention to the following points:

A

Copies of the completed questionnaire are appended. It should be noted

that they were bi-lingual— English on one side, Japanese on the other so that

everyone cauld use whichever language he preferred. It is interesting to note

that 50.6 of all answers were on the side written in Japanese language.

j___

iz.

Instructions: The instructions placed on each questionnaire were carefully 
phrased and selected, with several revisions after .successive field 
tests.

trial tabulation of the field-tested preliminary forms was made to 
develop tabulation forms and check on tne tabulaoility of the several 
questions included.

urged attention to resistances to relocation.
Granada 

taKen by the/Community Analysis Section as

Type of information obtainable oy questionnaire (and those types of 
information better obtainable by otner means were secured by those 
means, employed as supplementary to the questionnaire)

Language: Terminology was carefully tested to make sure that tne meanings 
intended were universal—that is, that each idea used w„.s understood 
oy everyone to mean practically the same thing.

The completed questionnaire in English was translated into Japanese 
language by an able translator, then submitted to two other persons 
who ‘'-ere adjudged competent, to check tne trc-.nslation for accuracy 
and for terminological identity witn tne meanings intended.

A considerable number of interviews were held prior to completion of the 
questionnaire to determine what points should be included for quanti
tative measurement, and how they should be measured. After the question
naire was fairly well set up, field tests were taken and two questions 
and tne instructions were revised in the light of the results, a retest 
indicated that tne difficulties were■overcome.
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(The percentage varied* from 6?«5p to 18. Ip Japanese ’language in the 29

This may indie, te roughly tne percentage of residents of the centerblocks.)
18 years old or older who use Japanese with greater facility and ec.se then they

do English.
.-..any of tnem do, but thjs percentage may be assumed to underuse English.

The population 18 ye-rsstand and use Japanese

old and older were approximately pOp issei and 5$

To
Degin witn, it w<=,s made a cooperative enterprise—suggestions and criticisms

were solicited from everyone, and incorporated in tne questionnaire. Only

one suggestion made was not incorporated after thorough discussion because it

was adjudged liable to provoke undesirable rumors which would increase the
difficulties' of tne -^ployment Office. The whole matter was presented to the
Community Council uhich was asked wnether it felt chat such a questionnaire

was desirable, and request’s for suggestions were made, Approval and suggestions
were dotn forthcoming. to the Block Managers’ Associa

tion produced hearty approval and several suggestions. Block managers circulated

tne mimeographed questionnaires, and collected'tnem after they had Deen filled

estimated total of between 4000 and 4100 persons eighteen years cfout. AU

age or over were in the Center at the time. Tnis number has been later more
accurately estimated on tne basis of returns

(Total number of persons in tne Center wasmerit Iff ice on June 30 to

approximately 63C-U £t tne time.) Completed usable returns numbered 258?»

■....

(it does not indicate that this percentage do hot understand or

a similar presentation

indicated tnat a considerable number of nisei answered in Japanese language, 
of

and an equal number/issei used tne English language side of the questionnaire.
I '

The questionnaire was launched as carefully as it was constructed.

u nisei, out tne replies

Table II snows trie returns by blocks, classified according to sex, and nativity, 
from persons over 18

The usable returns vzer? thus approximately felp of the total possible,returns/ 
we are . *

-/assuming that persons under eighteen are not usually free agents in tne matter

oe ^225.

iiore easily.) (See Table l)

on a schedule used* cy tne Employ-



PLEASE D 0 U 0 ? D ITT 2 0 Y

In sei Hisel 

L I .

please fill out 
June 21, 1913.

If YES, when?
• _, Right now
2? Within a few months

 After the war ends
0 Rot until we must leave

 Undecided

IJ

:-y 15 to 64 yrs. 
O 65 and older

please check the following:
Male Female 

Night School For 
Adult? Li

2. Are. you interested, in leaving the canter?
Che c k one • N o L1 Ye s 

>A;si (3

3. Why are you hesitant about resettlement?
please check each reason that ihakes you hesitate*

2?; Lack of enough money
 La c k of pr o pe r 1 i v ir g q uur t e r s

LJUncertainty ex' public sentiment outside
□'Lack of ability to use English, well enough
O Family ties and responsibilities

 Lack of information regarding cost of.living, living conditions, 
kind of opportunities, etc.

 > 3n n £S> fy* 5 -K

-a jjV h'v i

• rr qj

. Xi j4 | •

Age classification:
In* which ;roup do you belong? Check one* 
Q18 to. 20 yrs, — OoO to 38 yrs.
021 to 29 yrs. 0*39 to 44 yrs.

1. At the present time are you .employed with!-., the center?
Check one* ]:0_.’ Yes L? Attending High Jchool? 

In ordor to find cut the various opinions o*‘ the e\acuee.s concerning 
the resettlemeiit question, the Amache Con .inr.it, Anal;, sij Section v/ould 
like to hav<, t. ou ans-.-or t};ese s^v^n simple questiors. ii io is merely to 
find out the general public opinion concerning tk.is probl em, so r lease do 
not write your name, address, or rcf.rence on this sheet, 
your answers and return to the. Block information Office by
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(The percentage varied* from 6/«5p to 18. ly? Japanese ‘language in the 29

This may indie, te roughly the percentage of residents of the centerblocks.)

18 years old or older who use Japanese with greater facility and ease then they

(it does not indicate that this percentage do hot understand ordo English.
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stand and use Japanese iiore easily.) (See Table l) The population 18 ye-rs

old and older were approximately issei and 5Cfc nisei, out tne replies

The questionnaire was launched as carefully as it v/as constructed. To
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to the Block ivianagers1 Assccia-.were ontn forthcoming.

ticn produced hearty approval and several suggestions. Block managers circulated
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estimated total cf between 4000 and "+100 persons eighteen years ofcut. An

age or over were in the Center at the time. This number has been later more

accurately estimated on tne basis of returns

(Total number of persons in tne Center wasmeat Office on June JO to
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similar presentation

oe 422p.

Table II snows the returns by blocks, classified according to sex, and nativity.
• ' from persons over 18

The usaole returns were thus approximately 61p of the total possible,returns/ 
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^/assuming that persons under eighteen are not usually free agents in tne matter

indicated tnat a considerable number of nisei answered in Japanese language, 
of

and an equal number/issei used tne English language side of the questionnaire.

on a schedule used' cy tne Employ-
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Is sei ill sei 

i

2. Are. you interested, in leaving the center?
Yes OCheck one- NoL‘

in mi?td for1 the future?

business in a new locality?
town \ country V. icity Q

Yes uJ

m

I

I

I
I

If YES, v/hen?
0 Right now
0 Within a few months
01 After the war ends
•0 Not until we mu. st leave
0 Undeciued

Night School For 
Adult? J

ii io is merely to 
, so please do 
Please fill out 
June 21, 1913.

4. What was your occupation previous to evacuation? 
(please he specific)

3. Why are you hesitant about resettlement?
please check each reni.cn that makes you hesitate-

0; Lack of enough money
0 Lack of nr ope r 1 i v ing n uar t er s
0Uncertainty of public sentiment outside
O Lack of ability to use English well enough
LJ Fami 1 y ties a nd r a s p oi 1 s i bl .1 i ties
□ Lack of information regarding cost of .living, living conditions, 

kind of opportunities, etc.
0 Lack of confidence in making a reasonally sati-sfactory living
O Lack of confidence in estnblisaing a secure xuture
C Due to poor health co--.dic.5on
0 Old age

If you have any othei’ reasons, please write in .this space-

please check the following-
Male Female

0 15 to 64 ;rs, 
13 65 and older

!• At the present time arc you employed with! . the center?
Check one- EoJ Yes 0 Attending High Jchool? 0

7. Would you like to stay in a cantor like this Cor the rest of * our life?
Check one • No O Yos iJ
Any Remarks or Suggestions-

6. If legal restrictions and Arny regulations could be removed, would you 
return to the state, or community in viri c on used to live?
Check one- Nou. YesuJ
If YES, v.hen?

Q high.t uow
Q’Ji’udn a few months
0After the ?/ar

What business or occ■ ip a15 on d o t-, o• .uve

In order to find cut the various opinions oC tiv. e*acuees concerning 
the resettlement question, the iunache Coir.rn.it, ?j.al,?3i.3 Section y.-culd 
like tc aibVv d ou ana-.-or those s^v^n simple questions, 
find out the general public opinion concerning this problem, 
not write your name, address, or rcf.resce on this sheet, 
your answers and return to the. Block Information Office L,

5. Do you have property or business connections in California or elsewhere 
that would help you t;et started in this line in the future?
Cj ve c 1c one : N o U Y® s 0
Are you interested in setting up your
If so, where? (state and piac^)

In what kind of a community?
If not, why not?

Age classification-
In which group do you belong? Check one - 
018 to. 20 yrs, - < 030 tc 38 yrs.
021 to 29 yrs. Lu 39 to 4.4 yrs.

reni.cn
Coir.rn.it
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TABLE I - 2587 REPLIES TO A1A.CHE RELOCATION

BLOCK

,50.64914131C1277ALL

4

PERCENTAGE IN
ENGLISH

PERCENTAGE IN
JAPANESE •NUMBER IN

ENGLISH

22 
31 
55 
51 
45 34 
50 
36 
31 25
30 
29 
25 56 
42 
57 
53 36 
45 30
95 80 
51 
53 40 
42 
53 28 
52

6E 
6F 
6G 
6H 
7E 7F 
7G ' 
7H 
7K
8E 
8F 
80 
8K 
9E 
9H 
9K 
9L

10E 
10H 
HE 
HF 
11G 
11H 
11K 
12E 
12F
12G 
12H 
12 K

6516
54.4
47 .,6
54.1
62.2
6212
51.9
4718
5213
53.7
51.6
56.7
6715 
51'.3
62.5
40.0
47.5
6417
48.9
50.8
18.1
3510
5543
4815
52.9
40.8
35=4 
65.O 
28.1

42 
37 
50 
60 
74 
56 
54 
33 
34 
29
32 
38 
52 
59 
70 
38 
48 
66 
43 
31
21 
43 
63 
50 
45 
29 
29 
52 
32

34.4 
4516
52.4
45.9
37.8
37.8 
4811 
5212 
47.7
46.3
48.4 
43=3
32.5
48.7
37.5 
60.0 
5215 
3513
51=1
49.2 
85=9 
65.0
44.7
51 = 5
47.1 
59=2 
64.6 
35=0
61.9

--------------------- 1 /JESTIONKAIRE, JUNE 24, 1943 J
SHOWING WHETHER WRITTEN IN JAPANESE OR ENGLISH LANGUAGE, BY BLOCKS

HUEBER IN
JAPANESE
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BLOCK

.$C;6ALL 131C 49141277

4

MM

TABLE I - 2587 REPLIES TO A.'ACHE RELOCATION /JESTION: AIRE, JUNE 24, 1943> 
SHOWING WHETHER 7/RITTEN IN JAPANESE OR ENGLISH LANGUAGE, BI BLOCKS

NUIBER IN
ENGLISH

PERCENTAGE IN
ENGLISH

PERCENTAGE IN
JAPANESE •

22 
31 
55 
51 
45 34 
50 
36 
31 25 
30 
29 
25 
56 
42 
57 
53 36 
4530 
95 80 
51 
53 40 
42 
53 28 
52

6E 6F 
6G 
6H 
7E 
7F 7G ' 
7H 
7K 8E 
8F 
80 8K
9E 
9H 
9K 
9L 

10E 
10H 
HE 
11F 
11G 
11H 
UK 
12E 
12F 
12G 
12H 
12K

34.4 
45 i 6 
52.4
45.9
37.3
37.8 
4S;1 
52.2 
47.7
46.3
48.4
43.3
32.5
48.7
37.5 
60.0 
52;5 
3513
51.1
49.2
85.9 
65.0
44.7
51.5
47.1
59.2
64.6 
35.0
61.9

65.6 
54.4 
47..6 
54.1 
62.2 
62.2 
51.9 
4718 
52 ;3
53.7 
51.6
56.7 
67;5 
51-.3 
62.5 
40.0 
47.5 
6417 
48.9
50.8 
18.1 
35;O 
5543 
4S;5 
52.9 
40.8 
35.4 
65.O
28.1

42 
37 
50 
60 
74 
56 
54 
33 
34 
29 
32 
38 
52 
59 
70 
38 
48 
66 
43
31 
21 
43 
63 
50 
45 
29 
29 
52 
32

.___

U

ilUhSER IN
JAPANESE
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BLOCK
Is sei Is sei Issci Nisei All

TOTAL______
Male Fem.

FEMALE
Nisei

27
33

95
101
102
88
61

116

f.

6E 
6F- 
6G 
6H 
7E 
7F
7G 
7H 
7K 
8E 
8F 
8G
8K 
9E 
9H 9K 
9L
10E 
10H 
HE 
11F 
11G 
11H
UK 
12E 
12F 
12 G 
12H 
12K

15
17
23
23
28
23
2310
1910
16
19 '
30
28

12
16
23
32
23
22
1520
14
15
12
24
12
26
2522
32
20
21
14
24
34
36
23
23
23
28
19 _24. 644

37
35
5956
63
4566
39
32
29
3424
3561
56
44
44
53
45
35
64
5454
4940
3136
38
431301

MALE
Nisei

26
24
30
33
35
27
5327
25
19
2318
27
39
39
27
29
36
30
26
44
33
35
30
31
17
20
28
27

863

23
27
52
50
56
40
28
32
21
25
2330
20
48
42
39
47
37
36
23
44
55
55
47
32
37
44
29
40

1082

41 
41 
53 61 
63 
50 
76
37 
44 
29 
39 37 
57 
67
70 
56 
54 
65 
52 
38 
72
68 cn 
56 
53 
34 
38 
51
44 

1505

11
11
2-913
28
IS
1312
710

11
6
8

22
17
17
15
17
15
9

20
21
19
19
91
14
16
10
16

438

__

29
25
29
22
12
28
35
24
26
22
17
18
23
_12
642

69
65
54
62
67
77

115
56 112
51
57
49
4326
52
69 123
60
54
45
40
46
42
41

114
103
85
71
82
80
84

1286 2587

_____________

TABLE IIUSABLE RETURNS FROM RELOCATION QUESTIONNAIRES 
CIRCULATED JUNE 18-27,1943.GRANADA RELOCATION CENTER,BY BLOCK, SEX AND NATIVITY.

I1

64 
68 

46 105
55 HI
56 119
45 90
33 104 
30 
33 
25 
28 
43 
42 
54
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of relocation.) Some blocks made much more adequate returns than others, but
the populations of the various blocks differed. Table III shows the percentage
of each population group which replied to the relocation questionnaire by blocks.

all readily available information including the more complete returns of the
Employment Schedule. "It .shows the variation in representativeness of the
sample in details

The male nisei are somewhat under-
represented, (with 16.9% of all replies) and the male issei’somewhat overrepre
sented, ( vrith 33.4% of all replies.) This reflects the perponderance of male

public questions, and the hesitance of the male nisei to assume such respon-
siblities when the father is present as the head of the family. It also re-

The femalessuits from lack of interest on the part of some nis ei males.
Since the

nativity groups differed only slightly from the distribution of the total
population eighteen years old and over— by not more than 20% in the most ex
treme cases and less than 5% deviation in the great majority. It is felt
therefore that the sample of replies secured is fairly representative of the
entire population, subject to the limitations mentioned.

may describe and analyze the returns briefly.
In answer to the first question ’’Are you employed in the center?” 28% chiefly
housewives and older issei, answered that they were not, while 67% replied that

* ■

L
4—

In spite of some weak spots, the sample secured is apparently 
both validly representative and also adequate to reflect public opinion and

nisei among the resettlers, but it also indicates a tendency on the part of the 
male issei to assume responsiblity for making known the family attitudes on

_______

community attitudes concerning the topic.

were equally balanced between issei (24.8%) and nisei (24.9%).

Taking each question in turn, we

___________________________ .

males are slightly preponderant in the entire population, it may bo that the 
females are slightly over-represented, but if so the-degree is very small.
All in all the replies and their distribution among the' various ago,' sex,and 

v

These percentages are, based upon estimates of each population group derived from



i.

4.

they were. Only were attending high school or night school.

’’Are You Interested in Leaving the Center?"

In reply to question 2, .2.3? of the entire population rep lying reported

that they were interested in leaving the‘center, while 33-7/- stated that they

not interested.4. Op did not repl^ to the question. considerablewere

is evident oe tween the issei and tne nisei in this connection.differenc

5 Ip of the issei were interested in leaving, 44p were not: among the’• nisei

78p were interested in resettling, and only 2Op were not. It is important

- to note that both groups were preponderantly interested, however-. ho sig-

is visible—6 Ip of males and 6}p ofnificant difference on the j-sis of se

further subdivi-females were interested in leaving, 33? 01 each were not.
of the replies show that aL;e is an* important factor. ihe younger agesions

Percentages ofgroups are much more interested than are tne elder -groups.

18-20,each agb group answering

success, and because they are thinking more hopefully of the future than are

Concern for the support* of their' families, discouragetile ’older people.

ment at recent setbacks, lack of en.-rgy, lack of confidence in facing new

and untried places and ventures, and yearning for people, places, and

activities in wnicn tney -feel at heme, capable, and recognized all charac

terize the issei’s attitude of mind. On the other'hand, a desire.to enjoy

life, to gut out’from the confinement of the Center,’tne ambition to become

rich and successful, tnu de .ire to find security and happiness, and confi-

,nd retain them, all seem mor strongly felt bydense in their ability to find

Nevertheless,yeunger persons.

II

”yes" (interested)', follow:

4
a commendable portion of even the olde t

80.Op; 21-29,80.3;
That is probably because the younger people

30-38, 61.Ip; 39-4h.5y.Up; 45-65,49.6^;654, 37.1^/7iave better chances of



AGE

TOTAL BY AGE .1 1.9

I

100.0 93.c 94

OTHER REASONS GIVEN UNDER QUESTION 3:
FN 30-38

HI 30-44
FI 45—64

MI 45-6/;.

MN 18-20
REPLIES To

MN 18-20

LIN 21-29

I

33-3 31.3
66.7 62.5

I
E

IM 3O-3
FN 30-3- 
ia 39-z.

EN 21-29
MI 21-2£

—

3.3 4.2
33.3 6.3

33.3 '
20.8 '
16.7

10.4
66.7 89.6

2.1

FN 21-20
MN 18-20
MN 21-29

f

1. NOT EMPLOYED IN CENTER
El l PLOY ED IN CENTER
ATTENDING SCHOOL

2. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEAVING THE CENTER?
NO
YES
IF YES, WHEN?
RIGHT NOW
AFTER A FEW MONTHSAFTER THE WAR ENDS
UNDECIDED
NOT UNTIL WE MUST LEAVE

3. WHY ARE YOU HESITANT ABOUT RESETTLEMENT?
A. LACK OF ENOUGH MONEY
B. LACK OF PROPER LIVING QUARTERS
C. UNCERTAINTY OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT
D. DIFFICULTY IN USING ENGLISH
E. FAMILY TIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
F. LACK OF INF0Rl.iH.TI0N
G. LACK CONFIDENCE IN MAKING A LIVING
H. LACK CONFIDENCE IN ESTABLISHING A SECURE FUTURE
I. POOR HEALTH
J. OLD AGE
OTHER REASONS DECRIBED BELOW*

4. WILL FOLLOW LATER

66.7 '
45-8 l
79.2 J
33.3 :

33.3 47.9 4
56.3 6
52.1 5
25.0 4

SINCE WE HAVE MANY SMALL CHILDREN, IF WE 
ARE NOT GUARANTEED A LIVING OUTSIDE.IT 
WOULD BE I. POSSIBLE FOR US TO LEAVE.

’WE HAVE '.’0

2.1 j
66.7 89.6 9;

16.7 1;
33.3 12.5 K

56.3 6Z

HI 45.64 I HAVE MANY SMALL CHILDREN.
GUARANTEE OVER SAFETY.
AM WIFE OF INTERNEE NOfi, HELD IN HEW 

HAVE SIGNET TO JOIN HI’. IN

’21- »30-
29 38

liE'.ilCO.
TEXAS.
I AM AL INVALID. 1

MI 30-38 DUE TO THE FACT THAT! JAPANESE AREN'T
TREATED EQUALLY AS THE OTHER MINORITY I
RACES. \
TOO MANY PEOPLE TAKE ADVANTAGE OVER US BY 
WORKING US TOO CHEAP. 
BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT PROVIDES TOO LITTLE 
SECURITY TO THOSE 'iiHO GO OUT AiTD BECAUSE 
JOBS SEEM ALMOST ALWAYS TO BE THOSE OF THE 
DOMESTIC CLASS.

MN 21-29 HAVE O’.'IN RA-LiCH HI CALIFORNIA: AilYTHS I AL 
AT.TfiWD TO GO BACK I JILL LEAVE THE CUTER, ■

5. HAVE PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECT.OKS TO START OVER
IN THIS LINE? NO

YES 
CITY
T® 
COUNTRY

6. IF RESTRICTIONS & ARMY REGULATIONS COULD EE REMOVED 
WOULD YOU RETURN TO YOUR FORMER COKh’tf'ITY?

HO 
■ YES 

RIGHT NOW
IN A FEW MOUTHS 
AFTER THE WAR

7. ’WOULD YOU LIKE TO STAY IN A CENTER LIKE THIS THE
REST OF YOUR LIFE? NO

YES

33-3 75.0 5‘
3.3 2<

14.6 :
33.3 6.3 :2.1 !

OUTSIDE.IT


TABLE IV.

FE.'ALESHALES
NISEI ISS3I

64 3829

5.8 14.63.6 1.74.2 1.1 2.57.0 7.9 .3•5 .3
14.39.3

11.1

14.3
11.1

9.2 10^68.2
44.4
11.1

11.1
14.3 1.525.0

22.2

U.3

11.1 6.07.1 3.15.0

1.1

BUILT UPOF SWEAT AND BLOOD: r

'''.TH TJ! YOU JOT TRANSFER YOUR BUSHIESS TO AUESTI01L: N 7J LOCALITY?"

2
5
7

1.0
1.6

6.4
1.1

27.6
68.6

25.0
41.7

11.1
11.1

11.1
11.1

11.1
11.1

71.4 36.9 31.1 48.4 79.1
28.6 53.8 66.2 44.4 14.0

42.9 52.3 46.4 46.3 53.5
57.1 41.5 53.0 48.1 44.2

1.5 
1-5
7.7

'18-
20

7.7
7.7

5.7
91.4
21.0
17.1
49.5

'BO
SS

'21-
29

1.3
2.0
6.0

6.4 10.3
84.0 77.5
25-5 25.0
3.5 U.S

44.7 39.2

13.3 15.2
81.9 81.4

67.9
25.0
14.3
3.6

10.7

17.9
67.9

.5 69.5 61.0 
•5 43.3 35.7 
'.0 76.3 65.4 
•5 38.8 39.6 
.6 42.3 28.6 
.3 62.7 50.0 
•3 50.9 47.3 
.1 47.4 46.2 
'.0 20.8 30.2 
.7 23.3 61.0

'.4 42.3 42.3
'•9 55.5 39.6

67.9
50.0
71.4
7.1

46.4
50.0
57.1
39-3
14.3

11.4
81.9
2.9

21.4
3.6
7.1

32.1
10.7

4.3
3.2

41.7 
25.0 
75.0
8.3

33.3
33.3
41.7
41.7

11.4
8.6

12.4
41-9
8.6

10.8
71.4
28.6
3.6

32.1

50.0
3.3

25.O

62.9
22.9
15.2
7.6
9.5

25.0
33.3
8.3

4.9
1.2
6.8

77.7 67.6
16.0 27.9
9.6 13.2

3.9
7.8

70.8 71.5 65.1 51.2 
71.4 47.7 51.0 45.5 30.2 
71.4 69.2 78.8 68.3 53.5 
14.3 36.9 53.0 49.2 39.5 
57.1 47.7 61.6 39.9 20.9 
57.1 61.5 63.2 56.3 53.5 
42.9 52.3 57.0 48.9 30.2 
28.6 46.2 49.7 46.0 32.6

7.7 18.5 29.1 46.5
3.3 25.4 62.8

'45-
64

8.3
71.4 100.0

53.2 64.2
38.3 42.2
57.4 62.3
4.3 10.3

35-1 44.1
38.3 39.7
39.4 31.9
41.5 23.4

3.4 ■
.5

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE OU RESETTLE13NT
JUNE 24, 1943, BY AGE, SEX, AND NATI

66.7
8.3
8.3
50.0 100.0

94.3 100.0
1.0

67.6
45-7
74.3
10.5
54.3 .
50.5
42.9
35.2
5.7

'39- ‘45-’

1 53.8 61.5
3 23.9 26.9

2.7
1.1
9.9

5
9 90.7 72.5

9.5? .7

92.6 87.7
2.0

'65—'13- '21-
20

.2 12.6 33.5
!.8 81.6 58.8
.2

9 9.5 6.0
4 3-7 2.7
3 76.3 59.9

’30- '39- '45- '65—
44 • 64

12.8
73.7 85.3
1.2 2.0

10.6 12.3
23.4 10.3
11.7 21.6
36.2 41.2
4.3 3.9

3.1
1.5 .7 1.3 2.3

14.3 18.5 34.4 31.7 27.9 
28.6 30.8 37.5 30.2 16.3 
14.3 9.2 10.6 2.1 9.3

I THINK AS THE GOVERNMENT TiKUGHT FIT TO PUT US KERB, 11017 IT IS UP TO THEA 
OUE TO JOBS OF LOW PAY—COST OF LIVING IS TOO HIGH.
HITE TI1E VARIOUS TAXES A'lD THE EICHER COST OF LIVE. A, IT IS 1MLATIVBLY MR 
E!'PLOT"'.BUT AND .AGES OFFERED SO FAR.
IE ORDER TO ST.-.RT A SUCCESSFUL FAT', OBE AUST TEST T’E SOIL FOR AT IE ALT 2 
IN CAPITAL.
DUE TO EVACUATION, I HAVE LOST EVERYTHING I 
future.

2.0 1.3
.7 1.3

71.4 67.7 64.2 64.0 65.1
28.6 15.4 21.9 20.4 20.9

5.0 7.0
1.1 .2.3
4.5 9-3

WITH CONDITIONS AS THEY ARE, THE RISK OF ORE’S CAPITAL ARB TOG GREAT TO • 
I FAVE PLA-'S TC START A DUEL ASS BUT I A' LACKING III C.-.PITAL AH' TO 
GUALATEE SIAETY. "
JACK OF PROPER EQUIPMENT AND HOT ENOUGH COITAL TO FIFA ICE RUSINA 
ATER LEAVING ALL THAT wE OIR.’ED WITH FRIENDS, I WOULD ? TR3R 'GO n -r t 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE COFCEfAIJG UIIFAILIAR PLACES. ’

2.9 2.3
11.1 100.0 S9.2 93.4 86.5 95.3

14.3 7.7 7.3 10.6 16.3
14.3 7.7 2.6 4.8 4.6
71.4 64.6 73.5 67.2 67.4

75.0 100.0 100.0 90.8 90.7 88.4 93.7
1.3 2.1 2.3

.8 39.1 80.2
.4. 1.6

:.6
..7 1.6 .5
.3 39.0 35.7
.5 25.0 22.5
.6 8.3



TOTALNISEI

FEIALEKALENISEI ALLISSEI

41.8 49.7 100.0 •50.358<25.0 14.7 .34.1 .5

/
72.6

7.7

6
r<L>

r(

I

25.0
7.7

■*»

3 HELP US TO ESTABLISH uURSELVES aS BEFORE.
i

EQUIVALENT TO OLE .'AC’A HOI'S ,ITH TSE10 lAIUTAIfT A STANDARD OF LIVING

?. 3 YEARS AIL' DURING THAT TT.2 OL’S LUST LIVE: THEREFORE 1 AL LACKING

i *

REFORE I HAVE LOST 1 Y l-AITH Alffi CONFIDjLCE IN IJLCE’G A LIVING FOR THE
I

55.7
48.1

■39.3
1.1

33-4
61.4

33.9
63.2

17.0
17.9
50.0

43.9
51.3

23.1 25.0
69.2 50.0

19.5
77.5-

8.5 12.6
4.5 81.8
2.4 16.8
0.1 11.8
2.7 51.8

•30-
38

62.3
22.3
4.6
1.7
6.6

66.4
46.7
66.4
20.1
42.4
51.5
44.3
37.2
15.4
10.4

67.0
52.8
67.0
17.0
43.4
52.8
50.0
37.7

7.5

46.2 50.0
38.5 50.0

7.7 12.5

6.6
86.1
13.3
7.9

59.7

7.0
86.4
13.1
8.5

60.5

33.7
62.3

8.9
2. 6 
5.0

28.6
65.4
2.5

69.5
18.7
10.2
3.9
5.5

64.6
45.2
63.6
8.3

32.6
43.1
38.2
30.9

5.3
.8

10.7
11.8
17.1
40.9

5.6

42 .6
53.1
4.0

5,3
5.9

27.1
33.2
6.7

C 
i 

, c 
>2

9.5
82.9
19.4
12.1
47.8

92.6
1.0

4.9
5.2

32.1
30.5

7.8

14.2
79.9
1.9

5.8
6.5

24.0
35.8
5.5

66.4
44.5
68.8
28.5
38.1
52.3
44.8
39.5
15.1
14.4

52.8
22.6
10.4
5.7

67.8
43.7
72.6
35.7
48.6
53.1
50.0
45.7
22.2
24.1

28.0
68.2
3.6

63.2
23.7

7.8
2. 8
7.4

89.5 
f-A

>
L
1 
c

7.5
6.6

20.8
39.6
9.4

66.5 
42.0 
71.5 
23.4
41,5
46.3
45.8 
41.7 
14.8 
18.3

67.5
17.8
6.0
2. 3
4.8

91.9
1.2

65.3
20.7
6.9
2.6
6.1

1.5
1.6

34.2
27.6
7.4

90.7
1.0

28.3
66.6
3.0

6.2
85.5
14.6

7.3
53.9

4.5
88.2
9.8
4.9

68.2

I RETURNED BY 2587 AMACHE RESIDENTS 
VITY, IN PERCENTAGE.

17.8 19.2 . 27.4
82.9 79.7

76.9 75.0
23.1

30<»8 37.5
38.5 37.5
15.4

76.9 62.5
38.5 75.0
76.9 87.5
7.7 12.5

30.8 12.5
69.2 62.5
30.8 75.0
46.2 62.5
23.1 25.0

37.5

22.5 41.3
72.9 57.4

1.3

■4.4 74.2
3.3 15.5
3.1
3.1
3.1

6.6
93.4 100.0 50.0

38.5 12.5
15.4
46.2 50.0

*39- ’45-’
44 64

•18- T21—
20 29

96.2 100.0 75.0
.9

9.3 n.l
17.8 11.8
14.7 16.8
41.9 43.2
4.7 4.7

2.2 94.7
.8 .8

01 INVESTING IN NZJ LOCALITIES AND BUSINESS.
J UATIulJ, I LOST LOST OF NY PROPERTY. I WOULD LIAS THE GOVERN!ANT TO

CAh:E fr°IL■ . 1

58.9 68.7
41.1 47.9 
58.9 62.1
5.4 8.9 

38.0 41.1
38.8 41.6
31.8 35-5 
23.3 27.1

.8 5-3
.3



AGE

3TOTAL BY AGS 48
>

2

■

1

1

1

2

1

3 45

MN

a
?E

Pi

1
1

1
2

'30—
38

5
43

1

RB
3 1

15
30

32
22 
38
16
23
27-
25
12

36

Q

1

j
10
8-1

S( 
iGi

»21-
29

* OTHER REASONS GIVEN UNDER QUESTION 3:
MN 18-20 TORY DISCOURAGED
FI 45-64 MY ONLY SON IS IN COLLE TO NOW, I CANNOT DECIDE 

ANYTHING ABOUT THE FUTURE TIL HE GRADUATES.
MN 18-20 AMERICA, A PELTING POT 0? ALL RACES IS k DERO-

1. NOT EMPLOYED IN CENTER
EMPLOYED IN CENTERATTENDING SCHOOL

2. ARE IN INTERESTED IN LEAVING THE CENTER?
NO
YES
IF YES, WHEN?
RIGHT NOW
AFTER A FEW MONTHS
AFTER THE WAR ENDS
UNDECIDEDNOT UNTIL '.TO MUST LEAVE

3. WHY ARE YOU HESITANT ABOUT RESETTLEMENT?
' A. LACK OF ENOUGH MONEY
B. LACK OF PROPER LIVING QUARTERSC. .UNCERTAINTLY OF PUBLIC SENUTONT
D. DIFFICULTY IN USING ENGLISH
E. FAMILY TIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
F. LACK OF INFORMATIONG. LACK CONFIDENCE IN MAKING A LIVING
H. LACK CONFIDENCE IN ESTABLISHING A SECURE FUTURE
I. POOR HEALTH
J. OLD AGE
OTHER REASONS DECRIBED BELOW#4. WILL FOLLOW LATER

MS
\ . miEs

PI
PS 
fl

I
H :ri

fl 
i’i 
fl

5. HAVE PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECTIONS TO START OVER
IN THIS LINE? NO

YES 
CITY
TOWN 
COUNTRY

6. IF RESTRICTIONS L ARMY REGULATIONS COULD BE .REMOVED
WOULD YOU RETURN TO YOUR FORI-ER COTO UNITY? NO 

YES
RIGHT NOW

IN A FEW MONTHS 
AFTER THE WAR

7. WOULD YOU LIKE TO STAY IN A CENTER LIKE THIS THEREST OF YOUR LIFE? NO
YES

<
CRATIC NATION. WHY IN THE WORLD DO THEY HAVE 
TO PICK ON A SMALL MINORITY (.JAPANESE) . THE 
POLITICIANS ARE OUT TO RUIN TEE NAMES OF THE 
JAPANESE. IT IS THEY, THE POLITICIANS WHO ARE 
WRECKING THE LIVES OF INNOCENT LOYAL JAPANESE 
AMERICANS. UNTIL THESE THINGS COULD BE STOP
PED, THIS COUNTRY IS NOT a TRUE DEI ^CRATIC- 
NAT ION .

MN 21-29 I VIAS OUT ON AN INDEFINITE LEAVE BUT I HAD TO 
RETURN TO CAMP BECAUSE OF 13 WIFE’S CONDITION— 
EMOTING SOON. IT WAS DIFFICULT TO FIND A 
SUITABLE HOUSING FOR i-3 FAMILY .

1,-iN 21-29 OUR STATUS AS AN APiERICAii CITIZEN HAS NOT BEEN
TO US FULLY BY THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES.

PIN 21-2-9 LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY—DON’T
Pf1 DY? 'Dr ta-,-. ___ . . ____ >CARE TO BE KICKED AROUND AND DRIVEN OUT AGAIN . 

HEtf LOCALITY, ®! RZSETTLSD.



I
TABLE V.

MALES FEIALESISSEI NISEI ISSEI

’65—f!38 44 20 29 6444

115 515 132 105 2820494 12 659 7 151 378 43

1

1.
1
1

4
1

1I 1 13

2

9

28109 9 9 7 59

30”38 I’VE NURSED Al® PREPARED MY FUTURE WELL BEING FOR 13 YEARS IN ONE ORC

IN THEIR ATTITUDE AND SYMPATHY TOWARDS US.

IS UNFITTING

I Al a DAY

65
420

61
107

12
74
11
13
77

31
166

1
12

6
1
3

3
5

3
4
1

5
3
9
1
4
4
5
5

1
1

1
1

1
1

52
1

5
2

2
1

5
5
5

34
27

47
100

1

137
2

10
80

34
6

43
70

223 
393 
200 
210 
323 
262 
244 
107 
120

218
286

13132
11
5

109
87
1

73
15
9
4
3

50
36
54
4

3336
37
39

2521
44
84
8

4
20

n
1
1

4
4
3
2

46
31
45
24
3140
34
30
5
1

183
168

334
. 8

175
182

23
19

1
12
7
4

58
201
129
43

146
3

77
72

138
57
27

. 8
16

131
O’ -

127
21
90
81
65
58
7
1

12
86
3

1919
20
2

13
14
16
11
4

3 
.4

31
52
49
16

5
5120

114g

36
1

32
36
42
11

6 
79 
24
8 

42

19
174

4

29
72

9 
141 
11
4 

111

22
158
51
24
80

99
1

2 
1

12
20
6

459
2

66
24.
16
8

10

7148
78
11
57
53
45
37
6

12
9 

13 
44
9

24
35
21

28
9
3
1
4

111
65

119
72
52
91
36
84.
55

111

44
10
1
1

1
41
7
2

29

68
23
6
4
10

19ry
41

108
77

119
80
93
103
86
75
28
5

22 
13 
23
17
9

23
13
14
20
27

6
161

6

246172 
258 
186
151213
135
174 
110
96

26
467
49
19

367

303
123
25
6

35

5
19

112
49
52

18

1
65
41

. 15

8
1
1
6

2
58
5
5

42

242
77
19

Lk
17

97
332

3
9

11
327
40
13

254
179
4

6
96
22
18
52

4
103
16
12
74

6
1
2 
o
3

2b
8
1
9

10
22
11
34
4

88 35850
92
42
57
74
59
53
8
2

ll

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON RF.SCTTT.RIF.NT, 
JUNE 24,1943, BY AGE, SEX, J

'30- '39- '45-'
64

'18- '21- '30- '39- '45-
38

'39- >45-
44 64

•65--'18- '21-
20 29

NOV/, I HAVE TO START STUDYING TO PREPARE HYS3LF FOR ANOTHER FUTURE £ 
45-64 THE GOVERNMENT IS ALLAYS CHANGING ITS POLICIES, AND THE IHN0EITY IS r 

IN THEIR ATTITUDE AND SYMPATHY TOWARDS US.
45-64 THE REAL REASON BEHIND NY HESITANCY IS THAT TIE HAVE i’Q GUARAN TEE OF £
30-38 BECAUSE VIE ARE*GETTING TOO MUCH PUBLICITY AS JAPS AND NOT AS AMERICA! 
T0 QUESTION: "WHY CAN YOU NOT TRANSFER YOUR BUSINESS Tn t vm-r21-29 I All UNABLE TO SET UP II OWN AGENCY UI®pr SS LOCALITY?”
00-38 SINCE I AM FROM CALIFO MIA, I DON’T IGW AlOTm^^nT^^G™'ST^'CES’ 
30-33 I DON'T WANT TO SUFFER THE HARDSHIP THS CLIMATE
3O-3S LACK OF MONEY, CHILDREN TOO YOUNG " THROUGH DURING EVACUATIO 
45-64 I'D RELOCATE ANYWHERE, JUST SO THE- CLUATE 1WD cat,

' ooMGEIiTS: ’ * KiJD S°1L IS GOOD.
39-44 THE PRESENT CAMP LIFE WITH ITS SURROUOTMr ™

I £1-29 IF THE GOVERNMENT PROVIDES SUFFICIENT SIR. tv IS UNFITTING
45-64 GOD WILL DO JUSTICE. 1N or®2R FOR RESETTLEMENT
45" VZE ARE SPENDING iJEANIUGLESS DAYS IN ra-p 1I - ^P. 1 Ai, pRAyiNG FQR

\



RETURNED BY 2587 AHACH3 RESIDENTS
ND NATIVITY.

NISEI TOTAL

ISSEI NISEI MALE FELALL ALL
38 44

106129 380 13 8 1505 1082 1301 1286 2587

1

6

2
1

4
413

INCIDENTALLY, AN ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY IN OUR PRESENT WAR EFFORT.

®N BAD* PUBLICITY BY THE NEWSPAPERSs THEREFORE, I DO NOT BLAIS THE PUBLIC

• I CANNOT SEE THROUGH TEE SITUATION TO W A SAT1S-?ETY FOR OUR LIFE.

I DON’T THINK I CAN LAKE A GO OF IT.

PEACE TO ARRIVE.

R THE WOLZh AND CHILDREN.
E WILL RE GLAD TO RESETTLE INTO NORliAL LIFE.
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4
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461
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4
4
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360
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5

10
1
4
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4
6
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5
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5
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1
1
5
6
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1085 
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1160 
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358
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53

8
7

22
42
10

933
335

69
25
99

185
1039

25

42
45
64

29
77

868
229

77
30
62

JIZATION.
ICE WE ARE NOT ACCEPTED.

SOIL OF ANY OTHER PLACE. 
AGAIN.
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1'39 
778

71
56 
71 
18 
46
56
53
40

8

1690
537
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5.
group seem to feel the urge.

their minor children. In the J0-J8 years group

Yzere not interested in leaving.

Although the great majority of Center- residents are interested in leaving

Only 11.2^ or 290 are readypresent, time,

to go at once or shortly, and most of these 2^0 are nisei. 23*556 of the nisei,

compared with 3*1/° °f the issei declared themselves ready to go out at onceas

Moreover,-only 27.1/6 of the total report that they willor within a. few months.

33.2p reported themselves as undecided whether orleave after the war ends.

On the other hand, only 7?° stated that they would not leavewhen to leave.

the Center until they had to, whether that were after the war ends or before it

21. did not commit themselves on this point. Apparently they werecloses.

less reluctant to take a definite stand for or against relocation as a general

principle (9 6? answered nnon) than to specify a certain date or even aor

About ten percent more nisei than issei were willingstate of undecidedness.

to commit themselves, the percentage being higher in’ each class of reply except

close second (15?4^) and
issei females 21-29 years a close thilkL (lX.Jp). All three of these groups are

small in number an'd the high percentages may ue due to mere chance, however.

undecided than of the males (36?

end >f the war (24,6 of females, J2/6 of males), and more want to leave at once

Perhaps this desire to leave is

the Center, comparatively few of them (5.356) are interested in leaving at the 

or even within a few months (5.9?).

52.;$> were not interested in
leaving, and in all female issei groups except those oelow 20, more than 42?

Significantly more of the females are

or soon (12.3? vs* 10.1? of the males).

The hignest percentage of nnQt interested in leaving11 replies occurred among 
the issei females, probably due to the fact that many of them want security fcfr

vs,

30.57’), but fewer‘females recorded themselves satisfied to wait until the

the one irnot. until we must leave..11 In this issei males 30-3^ years old exceeded 

all groups, (16.7?) with nisei'females 39-^4 years a

”y e s n



6.

They may still be here , De cause they lack finances or confidencealready- cut.
and initiative, oecause they are burdened with small children, or . because they

are held rack oy their parents wno consider that it would De unladylike or un

safe fcr them to go out alone, or oecause the parents want to keep the comfort

of some-of. their children around them,, when the boys have gone out. r
nV/hy Are You Hesitant .Aoout Resettlement?”

The third question asked ”Why are you hesitant aoout resettlement?” This

effort to draw oat. the reasons for staying in .the center elicited some informa

obstacles to resettlement.

of a .series of preliminary interviews.

ing oi attitudes—perhaps more so than are The charts whichthe checked answers.

follow this page shew clearly the relative frequency witn wnich each reason was

checked, for the total population, Dy sex, by.nativity, and by sex and nativity

combined. It should be noted that in general, the pattern of the total popula

tion is followed oy the subdivisions mentioned, with, certain outstanding ex-

ceptions.

Uncertainty of Public Sentiment

.6^ of the total are hesitant because ,af their uncertainty concerning public

sentiment outside.

from reset.tlers in the eastern United .States,, and newspaper reports and editori

als in that area, indicate,%as Mr. Myer reported in.his speech here,that attitudes

tive replies, enacting us.to measure the relative, strength of several listed

These obstacles were carefully: sdicetod f com. araoiig 
’ 1 ' • • • • 4 •

all those known, as prccaoly the most frequently and strongly felt, on the basis

prompted by -the fact that brothers and husbands of a number of females are

Tais factor is largely one of.re-education. Letters received

Space was left for writing in additional

reasons, and some of the comments -written in this space are exceedingly reveal-

almcst without exception are favorable to resettlers. No untoward incident* 

have ceen authentically, reported which would indicate that evacuees have
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Figure 8. Percentage of'2587 Ainachc Residents Replying to the 
Questionnaire on Relocation Who Checked Each of the Following 
Reasons for hesitation About Rescttlencnt (;,-3) ’ey Nativity C-. Sex.
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Age Groups, by ^ears.

5lying to the Questionnaire on 
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anytmng more to fear there than here, or anything more to fear than has the
rest of the populace. These facts must be brought tc the favorable attention
•of the evacuees. It is a relief to note that the factor v/hich looms largest
in the minds of the evacuees is one on v/hich WRa has found valid grounds for
believing that the fears are not founded on fact, and hence suoject to treat
ment by an educational process. It may help in tills process to knov/ that males
are more sentiment-conscious than are females (7^
tney iiave been up against competition and discrimination more than the females.

Only 64? of the nisei, as compared with 73? of the issei, checked this reason.

Either the nisei are less concerned about sentiment, or are better informed

about sentiment in the relocation areas east of the Rockies than are their

(This is entirely possible. There are no Japanese language nev/s-elders.

papers east of Denver, v/hile the Utah Nippo, the Colorado Times (Kakushu Jiji),

and the Rocky Shimpo of Denver, mirror faithfully the scare stories of the

Denver Post and Los .Angeles Times, etc. These papers the issei read at least

they do the English language newspapers,, but the nisei read

the latter much more frequently.) The nisei know the .American way cf life

better, and feel much greater confidence in their ability tc make their ?<ay

through the present trouolous scenes outside the centers.

Lack of Money

The second highest ranking reason for hesitation is net sc easily treated.
67/'b of the total checked as a reason, and comments v/ritten in

here and at the end of the questionnaire emphasise this factor. The loss of
money and property during evacuation is reflected in these remarks and in the

The problem is general.cases of individuals. Among both issei and nisei a

nigh percentage felt the effects of financial need (68? and 65^ respectively.)

of males and femaTOs alike marked this reason. In nearly every age group

vs. 67?), prebaoly because

as frequently as

"lack of money"
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at least half checked this as a reason for hesitating about resettlement.
Among the nisei, the 18-20 and over 45 year old groups are the lowest, while

th^ 21-45 year groups are highest, reaching 76.9$ among the nisei females

Among the issei thu 18-20 and 6539-44 years.
the 21 to 45 year groups are highest (about 71; 0 among the issei females, and

the 39 to 65 gr<. ips arc highest (about 71$ also) among the issei males.

Some of the persons interviewed elaborated on their financial problems

sufficiently to give insight into the nature- of the problem and the requisites

of any successful solution. A typical case is one in which the head of the

family had a modest business or ovaied or rented a small farm, owned a home,

But due to evacuation from the coast, he had to sellfurniture, and equipment.

or relinquish at a considerable loss his stock of goods, his tools and
V/hat money he realized from these forcedmachinery, his hone, and furniture.

sales he has consumed in supplementing the assembly center and relocation
in buying’ clothing, snoes, medicine, toilet goods, household articles,menus,

and other daily needs. His savings arc depleted if not wholly gone, and he is

no longer in touch ■ith soc^ces of credit who know him and who can arrange with
him for proper security on loans. Eeanurhile it he does go out, ho needs money

to supply himself and his family ;/ith food, clothing, a new outfit of house-
.1hold goods, kitchen utensils, etc. If he starts farming he needs enough money =

tc be able to keep his family until he can market his crops. If he sets up a
business, such as he had before, in order to purchase goods, he has to secure

priortities and get his previous business activities reference transferred to

He has to secure credit for some goods, and have enough money

tc keep his family fed, clothed and sheltered until he can get hi.; buwia.ss

All this must be done in a wartime economy; and variousrunning profitably

restrictions, at a time when goods are fought for in stron; competition, and

a n.w; location.

or over groups are low, while
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that they arc more interested in going out to find a place to settle down,
rather than looking around at this "crave but confused new world. They do not

of the nisei arc. The nisei as a whole fuel mor . confidence in being able to
meet any sort of conditions they encounter. although this feel wig is far lers
intense than it was. in the issei who came to the United States from across the
Pacific—probably because the nisei are used to the American way of life and

The nisei usually secure quite a bitexpect to live in accordance :/ith it.
of information from friends who have preceded them to or who were already liv
ing in some of the large cities of the East, and spread out from such centers
after

Perhaps this is due to the

Suit

relatives are a Iso of considerable importance to females, even among
the younger nisei. However, the nisei women arc far less concerned about this
than are the issei women or the issei men, for that matter.
desire to keep the family together and to see that the girls especially are
well cared Tor and protected from immoral and other undesirable influences
characterize the issei, while the nisei are much more imbued with the American
way of self-dependence and ability to take care of themselves.

Lack of Confidence in !• taking a Reasonably Satisfactory- Living
Lack of confidence in making a' reasonably satisfactory living was checked

by 45% of all those who returned the questionnaires. The issei have a high

ft

I

ing, and living conditions than do males (46%).
American fact that in the ordinary Japanosc/family the vrife cones in closer contact ’.rith 

costs of food, housing, and other items than does the husband, and has to put

living, housing, etc.
Eore females (52%) apparently vrant information on housing, costs of liv-

■ -

up with more inconvenience if housing conditions are poor than he does, 
able jobs, and living conditions which are acceptablu to their parents and

11getting the dope1’ from their friends on the public sentiment, costs of

scorn to be imbued with the desire to move around from place to place, as some

Conservatism, a
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percentage on this score—50$ as constrasted with 38$ of the nisei. The ad
vanced age of the issei has much to do with this6 It is pretty difficult for
them to go out and work under other people after having been independent for

ness or farm units, each of which was operated almost -wholly by a single family.
I ;Because of prejudice on the part of other competitors, and jealousy on the part

of other members of the Japanese-American communities on the coast, they kept
Htheir businesses and knowledge about them pretty much to themselves.- It is

with others whom they understand and who understand them only partially. How-
ever, they have in significant numbers been able to do this, although they

evidently do not prefer to do so.

tomed to working under direction, and as part of a going concern in which the

chief responsibility was not theirs, but vzherein much responsibility for get

ting the work done did rest on their shoulders♦ They can step into a largc-

'scale business and feel less friction and’ disturbance from their usual mode of
II

Males show a slightly higher percentage (46$) thanworking than can the issei.

so the females, (44$), but the difference is statistically negligible.
iLack of Proper Living Quarters

Fifth in order of frequency was the obtainability of proper living quarters.
In this the two generations did not differ noticeably. 43*7$ of the issei
checked this reason, while 44*3$ of the nisei indicated it.. The females showed
greater concern (47$) than did the males, however (42$). Peculiarly enough,
age was significant, but in the case of issei, the younger the person, the more ■

concern he felt about housing conditions, while among the nisei the opposite

I I

I
1 
1I

li

III

not easy for the issei to take places in large-scale enterprises where they form 
a

only a single cog in/vast establishment, where they must constantly cooperate

many years. Host of them have been used, moreover, to working in small busi-

The nisei, on the other hand, were accus-
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was true, with a few .exceptions, ‘This may be explained partly on the basis of
accustomatidn and 'partly on the basis of experience, The older issei (parti
cularly the farm. laborers) have been used to living in quite a variety of liv
ing quarters, and have learned to adjust to a variety of such conditions and

(This is
not”saying that the issei enjoy living in shacks; they are merely more inclined
to accept it as an unavoidable condition..) The older nisei are perhaps more
aware- of the difference in housing conditions than are the younger nisei, who
have had less experience in trying to make a specific house moot their needs.
The older nisei arc also more likely to have children than, are the younger
ones, while the older issei1 s children are usually pretty well grovm up, with1
notions and plans of their own.

This is a real problem, but one 7/hich is not confined only to the Japanese.-
Information on housing conditions in ..rar areas, if properly disseminated to.
center residents, might bring about consciousness that many Americans are liv
ing in trailers, in hovels, in nHoo\ rville11 type shacks for the duration,
because they can jet no better and still do the work necessary to win the war.
The quality of the houses in a few cities is bad, but in practically no cases is
the housing v/orse or even as bad as the conditions .r-_ arc putt in up rrith in
the various centers. Housing problems- are strictly local, of course, and this
fact can be taken into consideration by evacuees when they relocate, and by

Transportation problems seem to ’fall-within thispersons who advise them.

in \he small towns

same sort of category. /In considering jobs; evacuees n.ud to take into consi
deration the possibility of securing quartets near enough to the work to make
walking feasible, or to have some feasible plan for transportation worked out, 
including the cost and time factors. In'large cities rapid transit subway- and' 

an \
elevated systems offer/economical and practical solution.

1i

think less of the fiort than have the younger issei and the nisei.



In the medium-sized citiesdistances are usually not too great for walking.*
and large towns the problem may need careful attention. Usually intelligence

and persistence combined will achieve an acceptable solution} even under trying
circumstances.

Family Ties and Responsibilities

Traditionally the issei thinks a lot of his family ties and responsibili-
' j

It is some-

making them reluctant to resettle. Among the issei the percentage was 49 •
I

Among the nisei, only 33 • Hany nisei have family responsibilities, but think
that these responsibilities are a reason for getting out and getting estab
lished as soon as possible, rather than a reason for staying in the Center.
As many females (42.4%) report this to be a factor in their remaining as do
males, (42%) and the -highest percentages recorded are among the issei females
39-44 years old (62%). The 21-44 year old groups are highest among the both

38% of nisei women under 21 reported this
reason for their delay in leaving the Center. The experience of the employment
office corroborates this testimony, but would indicate that this percentage is
rather lower than might be expected from individual testimony regarding the

Interviews with prospective relocators also indicate that the familiesnatter.
of girls 18-20 years old are usually not very favorable to. their relocating

members of families, or with brothers, or other relatives.
Lack of Confidence in Establishing a Secure Future

Many issei react to job offers with the statement, ’’That’s enough money
just to live on now, but what about the future? I cannot save any money out

alone, but approval is usually forthcoming if the girls go out in groups or as

what surprising, therefore, that only 42% of all replies had this as a reason

males and females, issei and nisei.

ties. Nisei, too, have found value in the cohesive family group.
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of a salary like that, to take care of accidents, and to take care of myself
when I have to retire. I might just as v/ell stay here without giving up my
right to food, and shelter.11 This question was an effort to find out how many

40% of the total checked this item, but theissei and nisei have such a belief.
issei were far ahead of the nisei in considering the necessity for future
savings, 46% of. them checking this compared with 31% of the nisei.
Males were somewhat more concerned than females, to a tune of 42% to 37%.

slightly lower percentages at higher and lower age levels (about 40 to 43%).
The psychological considerations underlying this particular reason are

not easy to counteract, although there is a reasonable basis for doing’ so.
The Japanese feel in many cases that rounding them up and putting them into
assembly centers and relocation centers just when everyone else was getting
raises in pay, better jobs, war wages tremendously high prices for farm produce
and for labor on the farm was an unjust and injurious denial of the economic
benefit of democracy. This, on top of all the losses of property and invested

freezing and custodianship orders were put into effect, seemed to mean to the
Japanese that all the hard work and diligence with which they had painfully

privation.
to their physical comfort and enjoyment of life, and because they feel that

Among the nisei, the older the group, the higher the percentage who checked 
this reason, but among the issei the peak is at the age of 39-44 (48%), with

capital which were a part of evacuation, and the uncertainty of receiving any 
of the money deposited in the American branches of Japanese banks, after the

accumulated a reserve for illness and old age was wasted effort and useless

Since many of the issei gathered these possessions at great cost

O
reason, as

any future attempt to save money for a rainy day will be subject to the same 
hazard, they are rather inclined to insist on comforts plus enough to enable
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them to save something for the future.
The fact of the matter is, of course, that the Japanese have been subjected

to unusual deprivations in the process of dislocation. It would be idle and
false to say that they were not.
other, persons. Gas and service station operators, automobile salesmen,.and others
have had their businesses cut out from under them by war-time conditions and

These other persons are having and will have an easier time get-regulations.
ting into highly paid war-work than the Japanese Americans, it is true. But
there are many war-paid jobs open to Japanese, in which they are paid exactly
the same wage as other Americans, are given the same working conditions, and are

com-
All the agencies and aids in American society

are available and open to their use and working for their benefit the same as
they are for other Americans. In-this respect particularly the Federal Social

Security Board and its program for social security of all kinds, its provisions

for Old-Age and Survivors’ Insurance for Unemployment insurance and its program

for retirement payments, on the basis of contributions from employer, employee

and government, is importante ’/There individuals find it hard to survive under

unusual conditions, mutual assistance in the form of group insurance and the

seems
Security program, where private resources are inadequate. This will take the

■

place of the lost savings, to a considerable extent. It is evident that no

Japanese should feel that he is accepting charity under these circumstances when

pooling of resources through private or government-administered funds.helps them 

tremendously, as the Japanese Americans have well demonstrated in their use of

tanomoshi, kobai kumiai; aid other forms of mutual aid.. The present situation 

to call for real assistance from, and reliance upon, the Federal Social.

i

helped in finding living quarters and other facilities necessary to their 
fort and health in the same way.

But, on the other hand, so were a good many
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he receives aid from a federal or state agency to help care for him. He is
merely receiving the help due him to take the place of the savings and resources

Finally, ithe lost because of the needs of the nation as a whole in wartime.
is again necessary to remember that the fortunes of war in many cases do not

We may even feel thankful thattake into account justice, virtue, or loyalty.
< i we were not living in a place overrun by armies, blasted to bits by bombs,

shells, and machine guns, and that we are all alive, that members of so many
families are still together, alive and well, that they have something to eat,

sons in England, Germany, ltd y, Poland, China, Burma, Russia, France, Belgium,
and France just as loyal, just as virtuous, and equally innocent of harm or
blame have not been so fortunate. ' Many more people in Europe and the Far East
will not be so fortunate in the future. So, however badly the war may have
shattered the plans of the Japanese Americans for the future, it is well to
remember that the damage is not irreparable, that assistance is available where-

present good wages available, future jobs in post-war reconstruction Work, and
< * federal agencies to aid individuals v/hose savings have been depleted, all help

to make less necessary a large surplus over current living expenses. Convincing

mation, however.

would live up to its legal obligations.
governmental agencies is fortunately

would be greatly increased if the California Unemployment Insurance Compensation
However, the operation of California’s

by at least some of the handicaps may be overcome, and that it is very unlikely 
that such a catastrophe will repeat itself in the’near future. In other words,

a different matter from the operation of

For instance, faith in the impartiality of governmental agen
cies established to supply Old-Age Assistance, Unemployment Insurance, etc.,

evacuees of this fact may depend upon several things in addition to just infor-

wear, and a place to stay warm and dry in rough weather. Many millions of per-
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These are on the whole impartial, and few iffederal governmental agencies.
The Federal Civil Service Commission could alsoany practice discrimination#

be helpful in this regard by checking all.its regulations and practices to
make sure that none of them impose a handicap upon the certification for em
ployment by agencies of the Government of the United States of persons other-
vzise qualified, on the basis of race, ancestry, or religion.

Furthermore, faith in future equalitarian treatment .can be produced con-
vincingly and rapidly by the V7ar Relocation Authority itself. One of the most

effective means of doing this ?zill also meet agrowing shortage of skilled man-

the most qualified, skilled, and able persons will leave the-Centers, in grow-

ingly large proportions, leaving the-less able, the unskilled, the unwilling,

In order to secure the carrying

cut of necessary functions, appointments of present well-trained and qualified

evacuees on United States Civil Service ratings similar to those of the present

appointed staff should be made. Such service would provide a background of

experience, adequate financial recognition, and treatment of the evacuees as

ees can not help seeing it, that WRA believes what it-preaches. (It is: obvious

to anyone who visits the WRA .field offices and Washington office that WRA does

the field offices or the Washington office. Nor have ahy significant propor

tion of executive positions been filled with evacuees.) The shortsighted oppo

sition of some evacuees to appointment of other evacuees in regular paid jobs

with regular tenure which took place during the early stages of the evacuation

i

equals to all other Americans—demonstrating by practice right where the evacu-

to get the necessary work done as time goes on.

practice what it preaches, there, but the evacuees in the centers do not see «•

and those who lack initiative in the Centers. It will be increasingly difficult

power on the projects. As the relocation process goes on a large majority of
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process can be assumed to be corrected at this stage of developmentsf and such
attitudes need not be anticipated in the future, at least at Granada Relocation

of the evacuees in the centers cannot be expected to forego excellent opportunities
forever while working long hours at considerable cost to themselves. Regular

O salaries and living conditions, and recognition as equals will do much to help
them to maintain themselves professionally and economically, and reduce the exodus
of irreplaceable trained professionals from the centers, until their services can

The same is true of social workers, engineers, accountants, and otherbe spared.
v/orkers who perform functions which require long training and skill in order to
safeguard the health and welfare of the evacuees during the remainder of the
relocation process.

in evacuees confidence in equal and non-discriminatory treatment by Americans.
For example, several sources report that other centers enforce rather strict

If such practices exist, they cannotsegregation of evacuees and non-evacuees.
help but undermine the evacuees * confidence in receiving equal treatment at the

being a relatively benevolent and protective agency.which is sincerely interested
in their welfare. If WRA itself practices dis'erimination to a noticeable though
limited degree, then, in the eyes of many an evacuee, it is probable that exceed
ingly great discrimination will be practiced by other less sympathetic agencies

obvious fact that deeds speak more convincingly than words, and avoid practices
which oppose or contradict in any obvious way the advice given the evacuees to

r.
There may be some other means whereby Y/RA can lead the way in reinstilling

hands of Americans outside the centers. Y/RA is recognized by the evacuees as

Center. Doctors and dentists vzho are sorely needed, to take care of the health

relocate. V/here such conflicts are absolutely unavoidable, they can of course

and individuals. V/RA policies in aL 1 cases should take into account the very
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be justified only on the basis that governmental policies and programs in gen
eral prevent'more completely equalitarian treatment, and the moral pointed out
that it is improbable that completely equalitarian treatment can be hoped for
because of the general disturbance of the world at the present time, and the
influence of long-standing prejudices which can only be eliminated by patient
work for many years to come. also reduces the r
way of a successful relocation program.

Lack of Ability To Use English Well Enough
28.5% of all those who returned questionnaires checked the lack of ability

course much more greatly concerned than are the nisei about this factor. 36$ of
the issei checked this reason, whereas only 8.3$ of the nisei checked it. The
female issei scored higher than any other group, 47*2$,
the issei males, 9.6% for the nisei females, and 8.8% for the nisei males. Fe-

The nisei who
felt this difficulty were to

Some of the nisei

handicaps to assimilation. ch.e vast

the Japanese-Americans can and do become thoroughly and cornju./,sly assimilated

if given an opportunity. The old argument that persons of Japa-in&e ancestry are

not assimilable is clearly proven by the facts to be untrue, but is again being.

used as

■ j

propaganda to achieve objectives which cannot be attadneci by sticking to 

the’ truth.. The effectiveness of the denial of equal opportunities at education, 

and free communication with Americans of ancestry other than Japanese durihg the

or taken no opportunity to learn the language thoroughly, 
X

who attended segregated oriental schools also show the influence of such social

Such segregation, if it exists, 

processes of assimilation to a minimum, and thus puts another obstacle in the

The efficiency and fluency with which

majority of nisei use the English language, however, is eloqa •. testimony that

a large extent kibei who have either had no time

as compared with 38% for

mat es and males were equal in this regard—28% in both cases»

to use English-as a reason for their hesitating to relocate. The issei are of
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educational process, in preventing assimilation which would otherwise take place,
is also well demonstrated by the facts regarding facility in the use of the
English language. These facts point unmistakably to the fact that if democracy
is to be furthered and maintained.in the United States, our educational process
es and practices must remain democratic. Segregation must be eliminated, and

O adequate- school facilities must be provided for all minorities, including the
Americans of Japanese ancestry The first step in this process must be the pro
vision of adequate educational facilities within the centers for those children

This is highly necessary as an immediatewho must, for some reason,'stay there.

children other than those of Japanese ancestry—usually only a few children of

customs from fellows of-.similar age and with similar interests and abilities, are
A marked difference is already discernible between children who grew upmissing.

with such contacts to the age of high school juniors and seniors and those who

of the center children because it has occurred at a t ime when they were still

will be able to get out of the segregated centers, and into the general stream' of .

cans freely and without discrimination. taken, it/

relief of a very pressing need, but is nut a real solution to the problem, for the 
children in the centers are thoroughly isolated. They seldom see or talk with any

have been deprived of them during the last year and a half—a period exceedingly 
important in the growth, development, and formation of the personalities of most

highly flexible, open to lasting impressions from the social environment, and sen
sitive to many influences in that environment.

American society again,;so that they can mingle and communicate with other Ameri- 
is obvious that

Unless those two steps are

WRA staff members. Practically their only contacts with persons not of Japanese 
ancestry are with adults—teachers, WRA staff members, and visitors.
scious interplay of ideas, the unconscious acceptance of and mastery of Vlmerican

The next step is therefore the 
completion of a successful relocation program, so that children and adults alike

The uncon-
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assimilation of Americans of Japanese ancestry is going to be greatly handicapped
Many parents object that the center life, carefully kept sepa-and slowed down.

is slowing
dov.r. Americanization to the point where the process is reversed at tines, and

their children learn Japanese language and customs more than they do the English

This complaint has been checked and found to belanguage and American customs.

The school system, laboring under a tremendous handicap oftrue in some cases.

inadequate facilities and enormously excessive work, makes Herculean and intelli-

igent efforts to counteract such tendencies to further and quicken Americanization,

with results which are really admirable, considering handicaps imposed-. Devoted

and '.veil-trained teachers, able administrators and willing students all, cooper-

ate to do all they can, but the teacher’.s load is greater and the facilities on

Another task which needs doing is the general education of the Americans of

Japanese ancestry to a realization of the importance of assimilation. Both issei

an4 nisei have made enormous strides forward in this regard, but a great deal

still remains for them to accomplish. Their reluctance to accept the oppor

tunities provided for them, in the form of adult education classes in English,

or diffidence at

exposing their lack of training and the injury to their pride possibly involved

wish to become the laughing stock of their fellows by parading their mistakes 

before them in class-room work or other public occasions); (2) their feeling

ij

I

adequate
the average much less/in quantity and variety than in any like-sized school sys- 

f maintenance
ten in the United States—and the job harder and highly important to the/of dem

better lighting
ocracy. Additional teachers^j/and other facilities in elementary school buildings, 
sufficient adequately

and/equipment to care for the needs of all the students/are all vitally necessary, 
and

Relocation and an end to segregation of .all kinds are still more important/vital.

stems from three things; (1) their lack of self-confidence,

rate from any but a slight trickle of contacts 'with other Americans,

in learning situations (this feeling is common to all immigrants, who do not
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psycho-sociologic'al analysis for successfulovercome, and will require careful’
treatment. The second is subject to treatment through an informational campaign
and the reports back of relocators. 'Iheihiriis a natural consequence of the past

Niseiyear ahd a half of events, but is none the less in dire need of solution.
are too busy, too engaged in work during the day, and too occupied with a busy
round of social festivities (usually informal and not organized by the V/RA

Close observation of sev
eral nisei who were really trying to carry serious courses in adult education

practically no’ privacy conducive to serious study and intellectual accomplish
ment, (2) most of them have lost the habits of diligent study and thought vrhich
they possessed before the war, and have developed habits of procrastination, or
enjoyment of friendly gatherings, church services, recreational activities,

occurs in any situation wherein activity has become largely nor-functional—
that is, where the result is the same regardless of the effort expended. How-

1
are still deprived of the usual benefits of devoted effort. So why try? It’s
much easier* just to enjoy life I

efforts of the person and the social group involved. Although there are limits

I

happy-go-lucky, leisurely feeling of a camp-life (where formality and economic 
motives to work hard are both missing) and (b) provides practically no privacy

that they have managed to get along pretty well so far, so a further mastery 
of English is not particularly essential; (3) the general vacation-like at
mosphere of life in the assembly and relocation cento's, which (a)’.emphasizes the

I3;

staff) in the evenings, to have the time to study.

This attitude must be combatted, and can be 
combatted successfully by demonstration that the result dees depend on the

ever hard they try, the Americans of Japanese ancestry seem to find that they

on the college level led to the inescapable conclusion that (1) they have

games, or movies. All these facts are symptoms of the deterioration which

for serious study at home. The first is the most difficult of these factors to
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cestry than for some others} but still’narrower limits for less well-established

forever, for all it cares,if they don't pitch in and work now.
111 want him to work with me, to live with me.selves^ the .world'will, sayi; :

He does the job better than the other fel-He may be a Jap, but he's all right.
low, he tends to business better, and he makes more money for me than* anyone

Such statements will not come without effort, andelse in his place would do."
such preferences will have to rest upon diligent work, application, and intelli
gence*.

tions in the future, and in many more kinds of occupations than they ever could

In spite of discriminatory attitudes, the economic motive ofin California,
gain by employers and businessmen will do a lot to secure for the Americans of
Japanese ancestry a secure place in the life of the nation—if they make use of

Developing habits of procrastination of passing the buck, of taking itit.
easy, of carelessness will get only more and worse discrimination and depriva-

That is, the easy way to complete subjugation is a rigid castetion of rights.
These facts can be brought home to the Americans of Japanese an'cestrysystem.

only by constant, repeated, and systematic efforts, through every possible agency
of publicity.

Poor Health
15% of the total checked poor health as an obstacle to relocation. As

might be expected the older t he g roup the greater t he concern with this problem*
Only 3*5^ of the 18-20 year olds checked this factor, and the percentage rose

I

to the variation in results—narrower limits for the Americans of Japanese an-

Americans of Japanese ancestry have all of those—or have had them— 
themselves

and they can make use of them to secure foi/ rightful privileges and compensa-

1 ;

minorities in the United States—the effort expended does make a considerable 
the Americans of Japanese ancestry

difference. If/ sit down,the world will be content to let them sit'.there— 
if they 
But/bestir them—
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to 4.5%, 5.9%, 14%, 23.9% and 33*3% in the successively older age groups. 22.2%
of the issei, contrasted with only 5.3% of the nisei were concerned about this

The older age of the issei

Poor health is always a'deterrent to any new venture, to moving, and to

Knowledge of how to make use of aids existent and available willevacuees.
reduce much of the fear of possible illness and accident.

Old •e
In all, 14% of the total recorded old age as an encumbrance which made

However, of this number, five individuals underthem’reluctant to resettle.

39 years of age checked this (and other items) in a spirit of frivolity rather
than seriousness. 7 persons in the 39-44 year old group checked it. These too
could be considered old only in attitude or frame of mind—humorously inclined a
222 in the 45*64 year old group and 138 in the 65 and'over group checked this
reason-—leaving 691 in the first, and 87 in the second’who felt that their age

Roughly one-fourth of those 45-64 years oldwas no serious handicap to them.

parative matter, and one which is based upon mental as well as physical condi
tions. Many an* issei who thinks of normal life as a hard grind of work from the
earliest day-light to the latest sun-light in the dusk of the evening feels that

_______________

accounts almost'entirely for the difference between the two generations.

Cross Hospital Association Plan) clinics, and medical services' of various types 
and kinds, all these should be adequately discussed in pre-relocation advice to

derably by adequate information about health aids in the ordinary American 
community—public health nurses, hospitals and hospital insurance by the Blue

he is too old, worn-out and stiff to undertake such‘a life again. *0n the other

taking on added responsibility. Worry about poor health can be reduced consi-

and 61% of those over 65 years checked this reason. Age is, of course, a com-

problem. Males and females were about even.
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simple enough to make it possible for the older issei to learn to d o them well.
Industrial plants and business offices frequently have such jobs, and no one to

to look for some positions of tHip type, . and to describe in detail what the

good pay may well attract even the most reluctant issei, if the possibilities
There will always be some who really are unable to do workare well presented.

of any regular nature because of lack of vigor, energy, and teachability. These
will have to be provided for. Several alternatives exist. They may be permit
ted to stay in the centers and the latter changed into old folks1 homes to
accomodate them. The obvious unfitness of th.e dusty, unhealthy centers rules
out this possibility. They may bo called for and supported by their children, if

Regular social agencies may be called on to
take care of the remainder. If the children are .unable to support such aged
parents, they may be able to care for them if the usual financial support is
given by the United States Social Security Board or by state departments of

necessary, hospital and other institutional care. Maintaining the centers for
such old people after the vast majority of the other evacuees have left to relo
cate would obviously be so detrimental to their health and welfare, and expen-
sive to do, that it is outside the realm of practical possibility. The.regular
agencies c;n do a much better job at much less cost, and with greater satis

faction to all. If and when Americans of Japanese ancestry return to the West

they have any, and if the children are able to earn enough money to do t his. 
4

Some vail be cared for in this way.

I
3r

hand, however, the same persons would probably be able to perform without strain
« «

certain other jobs which call for less strenuous physical exertion, and yet are

public or social welfare, in the form of old age assistance, pensions, and, when

duties involved would be. An easy job, decent living conditions, and moderately

do them* Hence it might well be a fruitful enterprise for relocation officers
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Coast in appreciable numbers, the old people will doubtless go there too. Since
the West Coast, and especially California, has benefitted from their labor when
they were vigorous, it is no more than right that those states care for them in
their old age, as they do their other aged citizens and residents. It v/ould be
■jell for the United States Social Security offices to keep careful supervision

Ck of such care, however, to make sure that it is given adequately and in time, and
to see that it is received as needed^

Comments written on the questionnaires in the space provided revealed sev-
Some of the more typical of these com-eral very valuable clues to attitudes.

Many of these ..reiterated in otherments are reproduced below Tables IV and V.
words the reasons checked, but others added ideas not included in the ten sug-

Each statement is preceded by letters which show whether thegested reasons.
female (F), issei (I)

of which he or she was a member (for example, 30-38 (year old group)* Some of
the statements indicated an attitude which protests against the whole war situ
ation in general, some against the restrictions and regulations resulting from
the war, some against the discrimination in the treatment of Americans of
Japanese ancestry as contrasted with Americans of other ancestry. The latter
are the most frequent of these three types. Frequently such statements indicate
deep resentment and demand equality of treatment as a prerequiste to further
participation, service, and cooperation in the nation’s economic, social, and

Others indicate apathy and lack of ability to overcomepolitical organization.
the shock of dislocation. Several kinds of escape responses can be noted—a
hope for peace, for divine aid, and for other forms of assistance which indi-

•»

cate a feeling that the problem is too big for the individual and his social 
group to cope with so he tries, to turn to some superior force for a solution t

writer was a male (M) or or Nisei (N), and the age group
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Hany deal with factual matters—too many children, illness, loss of property,

These fears were not characteristic of the Americans ofdeep-seated fearsf
The effects of the •jar situation, in-Japanese ancestry prior to evacuation.

eluding the boycott of ’’goods made in Japan” (which injured heavily the trade
of merchants of Japanese ancestry), the freezing of credits, the several alarms
of air raids and invasion rumors, uncertainty concerning evacuation, the losses
and confusion of evacuation itself, the experiences of assembly center life, the I

and life there in desolate, dust desert
spots, without the comforts or conveniences of American culture to which they
were used, all undermined their morale, robbed them of confidence as to what
might be next, and left then feeling hopelessly insecure except for the three
meals a day, the dust, the army cots and blankets, the ramshackle house with

The physical needs of theseits sometimes leaky roof, and rainflooded floors.
people ’. ere cared for on a pretty primitive level. The psychological needs on

The difference between these circumstances anda still more elementary plane.
those they were living in prior to 1937—or even 1941—is so great that it
would be quite unintelligent to assume that they could fe^l secure enough to
be able to muster any appreciable amount of confidence, initiative* and self-

It will take months and years of re-assuring experiences before thereliance.
Any efforts to ’’crack downeffects of these experiences are wholly overcome.

on” the evacuees -..'ill meet vtith still greater resistance to relocation—simple
because they will be forced to undergo another experience which takes from *
them what little sense cf security and self-confidence which they have been
able to accumulate painfully during the relatively secure life they have

The segregation program was certainlyexperienced in the relocation centers.
no help to the success of the relocation program, for this very reason*

Ii >

pregnancy, aid similar conditons wh,ich simply indicateta. matter-of-fact”.. . 
concern about the necessities of everyday' living* A considerable number reflect

new journey to the relocation centers.
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Reports concerning attitudes of persons transferring from one center to another,
and studies of the attitudes of others who felt there night be a possibility
ttyat they would be transferred indicate clearly the revival of many old fears
along with the new fear of diminished security involved in making the trasfer.

o Cutting down on privileges, eliminating leisure-time programs, makingreverse#

medical facilities will all make it harder for the average evacuee to feel that
So long as he has a minimum of security in the center,the world is safe for him.

he will cling to it ever more tenaciously if his rights and privileges in the
If they are expanded in accordance with his developmentcenter are decreased.

of confidence, still further expansion will occur until he is able to muster the
necessary courage and resolution to leave the quiet protected life of the center

This principle of social
psychology has been proved by demonstration and experiment so often that can-

It is a corollary, of course, that responsibility as wellnot be questioned.
But care must beas freedom should increase as self-confidence is built up.

of time. After all, getting evacuees out of centers is not the objective of the

Getting them re-established in the processes and problemsrelocation program#

of normal life in a free society is the goal, and it will .not be attained by

undermining the self-confidence and sense of security of the evacuees which is

absolutely indispensable as a foundation of such adjustment and re-establishment#

Occupation
The fourth question in the questionnaire asked nVJhat was your occupation

previous to evacuation?11 A second part of the question asked nWhat business or

taken to make sure that such increase in responsibility does not take the 
/

appearance of persecution, or months of good work can be undone'in a brief space

All possible efforts should be made to avoid any appearance of nenalizing 
evacuees in order to get them out of the centers, for the effect will be the

leaves harder to get, decreasing the quality and quantity of food, housing, or

for the turmoil and uncertainty of life 11 outside J1
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occupation do you have in mind for the future?11 The replies to these questions

It has as yet been impossible to analyze the data adequately enough to justify

Q:siderable part of this minority (47.5%) arc planning to take up occupations which

I;block tabulations shows that about every other person indicated both previous end

Of this sample’ of 1144 .persons, 51% stated thatfuture intended occupations.

selected a future occupation similar to, but not the same as, their previous

into new and un

tried occupations widely different from former work. This is partly due to the
war-time economy,

end semi-skilled ones) which they have been barred from entering by social bar

riers in the West Coast states. In some instances, it is impossible for them to

continue in the same occupation,and a radical change is necessary to secure work

doubt, other)of some sort.

factors is unknown.

1»2% intend to shift to a similar one and 37$ plan to shift intooccupations.

Is sei are much less rea^dy. than are Nisei to plan to enter a new occupation.
62% of the issei who answered this question. intend to stay with their previous

a different kind of work among the nisei, the proportions are reversed^ 40% 
plan to stay in their previous occupations, 1,7% t.p shifti...to similar work, and

persons long 
frustrated in their efforts to enter certain occupations (particularly skilled

a discussion of this influence. The replies indicate th t a minority (44.%) of 
the population have made specific plans for’future occupations, and that a con-

i

they intended to continue their previous occupation, while almost as many (47,5%) 
indicated that they wanted to adopt an entirely new occupation. Only 1.4%

ere valuable chiefly when related to the replies to the other questions, to 
.4

indicate what kind and how’much influence occupation has in determing attitudes.

no doubt, but it also reflects the desire of

1
The proportions influenced by these three, (and, no 

4

occupation. Apparently any changes made will be major changes

they did not participate in before evacuation. A careful, examination of the
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58$ to go into new fields of activity* This difference is due almost viholly to
the effect of age, apparently, for the issei were habitually trying out new lines
of work on the West Coast, during the era when they were young and recently
arrived in the United States*

Data on the actual occupations previous to evacuation can be secured much
accurately and completely from the registration and employment files, and are
not pertinent to this investigation.

The fifth question made an attempt to measure the influence of property
holding end other vested interests which might deter evacuees from trying to •

Only five percent of the total indicated whether they thought they could set up

their business in a new locality, and those principally by indicating what place

whore in the United Skates, 4% specified the Middle West, and another 4% indicated
2% indicated Nevi England, and the same number named Arizona. (SinceColorado.

these figures ape based upon a preliminary analysis of about one-third of the

0- total returns, a greater variety or diversity may be expected in reality, but the
small percentage of specifications of probable future locations among those who
have property or business connections in California, is unquestionably typical of
the whole population.)

community (city, torn or country) would
you like to set up your business?’1 was answered by 16% of the total* 7% of the
total specified some city, 3% specified ’’town”, while 6% preferred the country*

you not interested in transferring your business toThe question ”Why arc

a new locality?” was answered by a considerable number of written-in replies*

The question, ”In what kind of a

”Do You Have Property or Business Connections That 
Would Help You Get Started In This Line In The Future?”

make a. nevr start elsewhere; 21% of the total ansvrered ”yos” to this question^

they preferred to transfer to. Of these five percent, two thirds stipulated •
California, 13% specified Los Angeles, 8% indicated Chicago, 4% indicated any-
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The most frequent reply was ’’lack of capital”, next most frequent was ’’unfami-

to the reasons checked or written in answer to the third question on reasons for
Onohesitation to resettle, a number of distinctly different ones were noted.

of these stated that it is impossible to secure the machinery and equipment

Some point out that it is difficultneeded to set up the business elsewherei

to move a farm (although it is not impossible to sell one farm in California,

'■setts)4

myself economically*” This is typical of many replies. Others point out the

danger to capital invested, and reinforce those fears with stories of farmers

who worts forced to move out just when their crops were ready to harvest, busi

nesses closed down by government regulation, or forced to close by boycotts or

lack of saleable merchandise.
■

vesting in new localities and business.” Another said ”1 have plans to start

business but I am lacking in capital

my property *

and near all places whore evacuees arc relocated, since local police arc not

However this suggested solution to in-recent race riots arc any indication.

harm than good, since it might induce otherwise tolerant American communities

to regard evacuee rclocators with suspicion on th<j ground that they are being

able to provide adequate safety to persons and property of minority racial »
groups, if ths Dos Angeles, Detroit, x-cw Orleans, Harlem, Beaumont, and other

In explanation of this last sentence, several interviewees have suggested 

that military police guard units of a squad or so each should be maintained in

let us say, and buy another vzith the receipts, in Ohio, Michigan or ilassachu—

°ne issei female 39-44 years old stated ”1 am confident I could support

One nisei male 21-29 years old said ’’With con- 

ditions as they arc, the risks to one’s capital are too great to think of in-

I would like the government to guarantee safety.”

effective police protection might do the Americans of Japanese ancestry more

, and due to evacuation, I lost most of

liar climate, soils, etc.” and ’bld age.” 7/hilc many of the replies were similar
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in police methods and philosophy where the treatment of social difficulties

w^ll take some time to effect, it may be wise to have a special V/RA representa
tive familiar with police methods and attitudes visit each community in vdiich
Americans of Japanese ancestry relocate, in order to impart to them a point of
view and basic information which will give this process a flying start with
respect to the Japanesc-Americans—citing the law-abiding habits of the Japanese-
Americans, their excellent record on the coast and in the centers, acquainting
them with the real story of the evacuation, and making suggestions as to the
best way to treat them under various conditions and the best way to tr^at per—

If the police officers of each community havesons who might disturb them*
this information, they are much more likely to give just treatment and adequate
protection to Japanese-American relocators than if they have the stereotyped

This special publicconception that nA Jap’s a Jap and you can’t trust ’em#”
relations work will not be necessary in all communities, but it is better to
bo over-prepared than to have police officers and relocators misunderstand

Protection from arbitrary governmental actions should be lesseach other#
& necessary as the possibility of successful invasion of the United States by

This- fact can and should be brought home to the eva—enemy forces diminished*
cuces, illustrated by the decisions of the Federal courts with regard to such
questions#

On Returpir^ to the West Coast
The sixth question attempted to measure the strength and frequency of the

desire to return to the West COast« Tt asked: MIf legal restrictions and

Army> regulations could bo removed, would you return to the state or community

7/ answered ”Uo,” but 86a> answered ”Yes,w whilein which you used to live?”

>

involving minority groups is concerned# Since this is a long-term project which

watched by the army# The most effective solution would be a decided improvement
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7^ failed to answer this quustioni As mi^t be ex-pcctcd, the issci were more

favorably inclined to a return than were the more adjustable, curious nisei to

a tunc of 88$ yes among issci to 83$ yes among nisei. Males and females were •

Writton-iii. comments noted on the part of the nisei were more fro-about even.

qucntly of the type of HTo hcj.1 with California,” nIf they donrt want us back

there, to hell with ’em.” Kiny nisei, of course, shared the feeling character

istic of the gr-^at majority, bu’.. especially of the issci, that they know Calif**

of about 50 years of age expressed- it, ”1 know the people back in my old commu-

I know who I can do business with, and I know that the same people willnity.
rent me their farm or building, sell me my supplies, and buy my produce or goods
just like they did before the war. I know I can
make a go of it there.

to go for what I want, or who to ask, or hovz to get it, or who-to try to sell
to, or, what the weather is;, or how the soil acts, or what th-

can’t sec how I can go

and it will take several years to become acquainted somewhere else. By that xa
time I 7/111 be too old to make use of my knowledge#
as a laborer, and if I do probably I would have to leave my family here for
sometime till I save up some money to make a new start. Sven then I cannot
save much and i
start out for myself#

and then go back to California#”

There are some indications that this argument is based on v<7.1id assumptions,

and other indications that the difficulties .envisioned in starting over in a new

■■■■■■■I

it will take a long tjrnu to save up money enough and be able to . . .* r »

it looks like I better stay here till after the war,

They know me and 1 know them.
^ut somewhere else, where there arc strange people who

$o

rainfall is, or

I

what crops will do best, or anything like that, I
out there and support my family while I am trying to learn all that.< I am old,

i do not like to start over

ornia, but that other places arc pretty much of a strange place. As one issci

don’t know mo, who may refuse to do business with mu, where I don’t know where
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in California differs in various localities. Placer County, for instance, is
quite hostile, while Los Angeles County is not. Public opinion is not unanimous
in this regard, in spite of appearances in the press, according to Dr. Carey

O McWilliams • Even within the pressure groups who have been most vociferous to
oppose the return of the Americans of Japanese ancestry, there is definite dis
sent and outspoken (but unpublished) opposition to the general policies made
public, However, it is well to remember that conditions have changed in Calif
ornia, that industrialism has set in, and the persons who bought the wholesale
produce and large-scale businesses of the Americans of Japanese ancestry were .
frequently their 'former competitors; that they are now in a position of local
monopoly, and are making large profits; and that consequently they would not be

evacuees on economic as well as ideological grounds, but there will be, and is^
a demand for the return of the Americans of Japanese ancestry by the consumers

formerly provided by the ■ Americans of Japanese ancestry. New Californians
have taken over many of the niches in the economic order which the evacuees
once filled, and many of them are unacquainted with the background of the Ameri
cans of Japanese ancestry. Little Tokios are filled by these now immigrants

business locations may develop. Certainly California is no longer just as it
was, and many adjustments would have to be made by the evacuees if and when they

• * I •

returned. However, they might have to make still more adjustments and work .under

from the deep South and elsewhere, and competition for residential space and for

who can no longer buy the excellent produce and efficient services which were

community are greater than they really arc, and that resuming economic relation— 
ships in West %ast communities as they were before Pearl ^arbor will not be as
easy as some evacuees expect. Acceptability of Americans of Japanese ancestry

pleased to have the evacuees return and bring back the former conditions of
competition and lower profits. There will be opposition to the return of the
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greater handicaps in some ways if they relocate elsewhere . It is most probable,
however, that economic opportunities elsewhere would be greater, in the long
run, than in California, since many social barriers existing in California.,
which prevent Americans of Japanese ancestry from entering certain occupations,
arc not present in the Middle Yfest, East, and New England areas. Their adjust
ments there would be of less precarious durability.

it
would suem that it would be easiest ’for them to relocate first as employees, and
in this capacity learn the ins and outs of the new situation. It would be less
risky, with greater promise of success and less chance of loss, to start out as
workers for a year or two until the relocator can become familiar with the new
situation. Alter that he could start up his own business, or operate a farm
of his own, much more safely and successfully# It would not take very long to
do this in most instances. Most issei could look forward to four or five years,
perhaps even ten, of successful operations after getting settled. They would
have the additional satisfaction of seeing their children in much better posi
tion to advance economically and socially than they could do in the same amount
of time in California if they return there.in the near future. Additional in
formation on this subject seems to be essential at present, and discussion of
the issues at stake and of the facts end policies which could be carried out
are vitally needed. In other words, this whole matter needs to be carefully gone >

over by the evacuees in the light of all the information obtainable.
It must, of course, be remembered that the desire to return to California

is not wholly based upon economic considerations.
roughly human attachment to their former homes.
appreciate their former homes more than ever, and often have strong nostalgic

Most evacuees have a tho-
Since living in centers, they

&

jReverting to the lack of information of evacuees concerning new areas,

feelings for them. This evidence of loyalty to their birthplaces and 11 home
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towns1* is as commendable as it is natural. It is evidence of the fact that they
vail form new and abiding attachments wherever they go, but just at present it
makes resettlement elsewhere a bit more difficult for them, since they have to
look past the advantages of their old communities to other advantages in other
communities which will appeal to them when once they have experienced them to
a point of familiarity*

This question also called for an expression of attitude about the time when
It istie ._turn to the former community would be carried out if permitted*

in* -.resting to note that the great majority were not planning to return at once,
riih r bee. : they thought conditions on the Coast would be too unsettled to be

60$ of the total stated that they would like tojust at present.comioiv
few months; end 14$ wanted to go at once*

4S ./•io said they wanted to return did not specify a particular time* Nisei are
contrasted with 10$

Similarly, 12$ of the nisei, and only 5$ of the issci wantedfor the issci.
On the other hand only 48$ of the nisei wantedto return within a few months.

and females were about identical in their attitudes*
The influence of the ownership of property upon the desire to return to
bast is not as great as might have been expected. Many of those who ownthe

property cr have bus moss -connections on the Coast did not indicate a desire
to ra .urn there r?.ght a:.ny, and an oven greater number and proportion who
have no property there .dedicated a desire to return at once* In all, less than
tv/o thirds of those who stated that they have property or business connections

desire to return to those communities at once or within a few months* Perhaps
if the question had been divided to differentiate between property and business

return after the wot; 8$ said vrithin a

slightly more inclined to go at once then are issci—19$ as

in their former communities -which would help ..them get started agQ.in indicated a

to return after the war, while 68$ of the issei indicated this desire* Males
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connections the result would have been more valuable and clear. Interviews

with those who have property have failed to reveal any who do not intend to try

to go rack sometime to either liquidate their interests or renew their operation

Some of course are deriving regular income fromor oversight of the property.

rentals, and do not feel a need to return while their property is being well

cared for. Others feel decidedly aggrieved at not being permitted to return to

take care of their interests. Since abuse of property and failure to make

payments of rentals or installments on the purchase price by present operators

by no means unheard of', there is a rual foundation for this attitude. Itsaro

validity and justice can be quustioned only on the basis of the conditions en
forced 05 war. At the end of the war, that basis will no longer exist, and this

fact has its influence upon the thinking of the A considerable numberevacuees.

of nisei interviewees associate in their thinking the right to enjoy the benefit

of owning and using property with their responsibilities and duties of citizen

ship • Denial of their rights to operate or supervise ’their properties seems to

them grossly unjust in view of the fact that they are called upon to assume

voluntarily and readily the duties of defending a political and social order

7/hich claims to make possible and to safeguard those rights. It would appear to

be the responsibility of the entire people of the United States to see that .

those rights are guaranteed and made good as soon as the exigencies of military

Meanwhile, property rights do seem to

influence the thinking of evacuees on a possible return to the Coast, though

not to the extent that they might be supposed to do.

number of ev.-cueus who want toQuestion seven attempted to measure th

retire in the centers *t government expense for the r^st of their lives., certain

witnesses in congressional hearings before the Dios Committee alleged that the

-r

I

I

Do the Evacuees Want To Stay in the Centers at 
Government Expense for "Th cR <7st”"oI‘~*Thc-ir Li vesT

i
necessity make it possible to do so.
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WRA is pampering and coddling evacuees to the point that they would be only too

glad to stay where they are forever, with food, shelter, clothing, and other
commodities provided for them at Government expense.
tion clearly prove that this allegation is false. 91$ answered nN0M• Onlj 1$
answered yes--approximately the same number as the number of persons under 45

8$ did not answer the question.relocation. This answer is just what we might

The record of the Americans of Japanese ancestry on the 'Jest Coast isexpect•

singularly free of dependence There is a decided resistance
on their part of anything that savors of public support. However, in the present

circumstances, most persons were-deprived^.suddenly of their sources of livelihood,
and most have absorbed a considerable part

ing the goods provided by 7/CCA and 7/RA in the assembly and relocation centers.

It would be reasonable for the Americans of Japanese ancestry to expect public
support in restitution for the private resources which they have lost during the

process of evacuation. The evacuation and thu losses entailed thereby by the

loyal Americans, was carried out for the benefit of thegreat majority, who are

entire country, and the cost should be shared by it, and not put on. tho shoulders

of the Americans of Japanese ancestry alone. However, most of the latter would
o prefer compensation to public support, and their feeling of independence and

responsibility prompts them to ask for assistance to unable them to resume a

competitive life rather than a haven in which to retire from it. It is true that

a considerable number of elderly issei who were

centers a convenient place to do so, since they are surrounded by friends and

relatives and at home in a relatively friendly and tolerably comfortable environ-

Ordinarily, their own resources or those of their families would havemu nt.

enabled them to retire on a private maintenance basis. Their losses have made

this impossible, but most of them would still prefer compensation and independence

on public assistance.

on the point of retiring find the

or all of their savings in supplement-

who indicated a

The answers to this ques-

sense of humor by alleging that old age was an obstacle to their
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to a life of dependent

considerable number of

In any case, the care of these pur-intcrvieweeS1 statements indicate clearly.

the Social Security Administration. . It is charged
everyone else, with the security in old age which is the

right of every citizen who has worked or wanted to work to maintain our society

during the years when he was able» The Americans of Japanese ancestry have.

contributed more than their share, to the prosperity of our country by the hard

work and painstaking effort which they expended in the Pacific Coast states and

Isvwhcre, and they have certainly earned any-assistance which they ^eud in thc-ir

This right, nowevor, docs not alter the fact that 91% or more of the

evacuees in the Center are determined to refuse to live in the Center at Govern

ment expense after the emurgency is over, and that only 1% stated that they

would be willing to stay if they had the opportunity. Thu written-in comments

reveal a great deal of resentment at the very suggestion--indeed, at the idea of

Ihcre is no need to fear a tendency on the part ofeven asking such a question*.

the Americans of Japanese ancustry to become parasites on the oconojny of thei

United States.
v>

Conclusions and Recommendations

The facts revealed by this study of evacuee attitudes concerning relocation

point unmistakably to certain changes which are needed in order to make possible

The need is particularlya more effective and successful relocation program.

great for helping the issei and their minor dependents--approximately two-thirds

This can be accomplished with theof the population of the centers—to relocate.

desired degree of success only if several policies

strengthened at an early date.

strazivc control, as the answers to this question and a

1

on governmental appropriations and subjection to admini-

old agu•

with providing them, as

are put into effect or

the entire population, namely,

sons will now 'devolve upon the agency established for mooting this need among
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First, it will be necessary to work out some way of settling several families
together, to relocate the evacuees in small communities, rather than as more or
less isolated individuals or families scattered widely about. This is necessary

because most of the evacuees, and the issei in particular, feel that they cannot
They will have to be settled in communities in order tobrave the world alone.

give them a feeling of security, and to enable them to satisfy their needs for
c fellowship, understandings congenial social interaction, and a social

which will enable them to maintain their mental health and to achieve social

solidarity sufficient to make them willing to accept it in place of the highly

Each community must be large enough tosatisfying social life of the center's.
provide these basic requisites, without which the issei

However, as few as four or five families within daily visitingvoluntarily.
The communities should of course bedistance will be sufficient in most cases.

kept as small as is required to avoid arousing the apprehension of the residents

of the locality, which means that they can vary in size from four or five families

to fifty or more, depending upon the .density of population and public sentiment
Such communities can be founded in many different places.in the locality.

Probably we will find that they will spread out from the most active foci of relo

cation in all directions until almost all the United Status east of thq Rockyo
Mountains is dotted with such small communities.

Second, the lack of capital on the part of most evacuees must be overcome.

This can bust be done, in all probability, by extending long-term loans to re

While WRA, as a temporary agency, cannot assume such a function, itsettlers.
and should take definite action to see that this need is met promptly andcan

It sh uld even go so far as to requesteffectively by some other suitable agency.

and arrange for the continuous presence in the centers of authorized representa

tives of such other agencies so that evacuc

environment ■

are not going to relocate

s can make direct, complete, and con-
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elusive arrangements so that they will know that they have resources upon which
In that case they will feel much more confidence in setting out afresh#to rely.

Without such provision most issei will have a hard time to persuade themselves
Such loans are practically certain to bethat they are talcing a warranted risk.

paid, if the past financial record of the Americans of Japanese ancestry is any
Put even if they were never paid, such loans, even if given in theindication.

amount of $5000 per family, would still be less expensive to the taxpayers than

The responsibili-

any system, can be taken over by the Federal Social Security Administration*

More comfortable and healthful places and ways of caring for the aged can be

provided than most of the centers can provide, at no greater cost. It would be
1

undesirable as well as expensive to perpetuate ’the centers for such purposes.
There is no valid reason, therefore, to hesitate in spending money to help the
evacuees to get out and on their own feet again, and to close the centers at the

It is absolutely essential, however, that the basic pre-earliest opportunity.

reo_uisites which vail enable the evacuees to do this confidently and successfully

be made available to them. Capital is one of the most important of these pre

requisites—capital enough to start a venture and to keep the family provided

for until the proceeds can become adequate to meet its needs.

Third, it vail be necessary to re-establish the self-confidence, of the eva-

The psychological shocks of the war, of evacuation, and of assembly cen-cuees.

ter and relocation center experiences are here. They cannot be ‘overcome by

refusing to recognize them, but they can be overcome by accurate, clear thinking,

The most important effects result fromcareful planning, and patient work.

repeated frustration, from denial in practice of our axiomatic American

1

i'

the maintenance of the centers for even one half a year more.
will

ty and cost of caring for the aged and disabled, which/have to be met under
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philosophy of cqualitarian treatment of citizens, from the denial of freedom
from arbitrary arrest and imprisonment without trial, from the imposition of

arbitrary and sometimes unjust and unreasonable treatment in assembly and relo
cation centers, from loss of property and disruption of plans for economic,
social, and educational progress. The results manifest themselves clearly in the

apathy and lack of interest in advancement and relocation by tho issei particu

larly, and by numerous nisei, in tho loss of faith on the part of great numbers
of evacuees in personal worth, integrity, and effort as a means to security and

recognition—in a word, in the symptoms of shattered self-confidence and defeat

ism. Social demoralization is not evident as yet, but may be

under such conditions.

These results can be overcome most easily and rapidly by constantly and

repeatedly demonstrating to the evacuees that they have all the freedom they

want and that they will get all the support and assistance they need to achieve

In so doing, they will gain confidencesecurity, in every effort they make.

enough to undertake greater and greater ventures until they feel capable of

Obviously, criticism, coercion, threats, and puni-complete independence again.

tive measures will have just the opposite effect, and delay tho growth of self-

The patent and obvious demonstration by 57RA and all otherconfidence seriously.o
of equal recognition of equal abilities, great care ingovernmental agencies

that justice is dohe in all particulars and that discrimi-administrati on to sec

nation in all its forms is avoided, and that individual merit and conscientious

effort is recognized and rewarded, these tactics will be most effective in mak

ing possible By such treatment

alone it will be possible to build up

lifetime-of hard laoor and economical hus-

As a result of clear demonstrationbanding swept awa,y in a year and a half.

________

expected to appear

which has seen its savings from a

again the self-confidence of the family

a better and more successful relocation program.
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that individual of. ort does matter, that merit, effort, and integrity are recog

nized and rewarded, that 7JRA., other governmental agencies, and private citizens

are ready and willing to give

evacuees will be able to convince thcmsolvos that the experiences ‘they have gone

through in the last year and a half are not an indication of what they may ex

pect in the future—that they c^n safely go out and build-anew without risk of
danger or loss in excess of that of the ordinary citizen.

demonstration of this sort would be the appointment of key evacuee administra- Itive and professional personnel who exercise skills which are difficult to re -

place to United States Civil Service status. Refusal to accord such equal recog

nition, to guarantee freedom of speech and action, and to deal justly and With-

attempts to deal harshly with evacuees in an effort to

make them feel that they want to escape from persecution in the center, all will

result in slowing down and reducing the effectiveness of the relocation program.

The evacuees will cling ever more tightly to what little security they feel

that they already possess if any effort appears to reduce that securityi The

objective is, after all, not to throw persons out of the center, but to help

them start over in a new place in such

can become an integral, valuable, and accepted part of their new community. It

is impossible to secure this objective without helping the evacuees to rebuild

their self-confidence to the point where they feel both desirous and capable of

going out and

some American community.

Fourth, even with friends as company, with Capital, and self-confidence, it

evacuees be fully informed concerning conditions in variousis vital that th'

Ihis is notareas outside the centers.

the need for complete, efficient school systems, and has expended considerable

establishing themselves as respected and successful members of

a new policy, for WRA has long maintained

out discrimination, or

a way that they can succeed, that they

equal recognition for equal performance, the

An excellent possible
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children. It’ has tried also
to provide information, to supply, money to permit evacuees to go out and look

job- or starting a new business venture.
Redoubling of efforts in this direction’ is ’highly imperative, however. Syste
matic representation by every-possible means of information on the economic,
socialphysical, climatic, agronomic, and other conditions in each part of the

Q United States must be ca ried out even more intensively than heretofore to re-
th? feeling of complete and baffling ignorance of the strange now location,move

to impart the confidence born of acquaintanceship and dependable knowledge.

in the Relocation information series are excellent for the purpose, and should

ingly helpful. Literature from governmental and private agencies, well adver

tised and distributed in the centers, will also be helpful. Systematic instruc
tion in subjects, which relocators'should know should be worked up by evacuee com

mittees, and taught as prerelocation courses <» A course of this sort is taught

in Granada Center schools and as part of the relocation committee program of

adult education program-in • several centers. Issei and nisei alike who are shown

an outline of a course of this sort statu definitely and with conviction that
G that sort of instruction should be made compulsory as a prerequisite to leaving

the, center .-

Qnu of the most effective*media*of giving such instruction is theeach evacuee•

personal contact between administrative individuals, visitors, and evacuees.

Anything which tends to keep apart evacuees and staff

sidered to be-, a factor’hindering the relocation program. The present practice

of arranging for’serious and capable representatives of evacuee groups to go out

It may not be- the wisest thing to make such a requirement strictly 

compulsory, but there is no’question-as to its usefulness and desirability for

oyer the situation .before selecting a

can bo definitely con-

Motion pictures and slides such as those now being shown in the various centers

sums in providing education for adults as well-as

be utilized to the utmost. Visits of relocation officers to centers are exceed-
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and survey an area or situation in which they might wleh to relocate is also .'ll
effective and should be continued and expanded.

The informational program will take care of several factors which are now

The misinformation and uncertaintyholding up the relocation urogram seriously.

now existing concerning public opinion in the communities of prospective settle

ment, lack of confidence in making a living, lack of confidence in establishing

a secure future, and lack of information concerning living conditions,, cost of

living, wages, job opportunities, etc., will all be removed to

extent by che iniensificatlon and improvement of the processes of giving evacu-

Lists of desirable literature and outline ofees all available information.

courses have been prepared for submission to the proper authorities, and requests

have been male for such aids to relocation. • Much progress has been made in

this field since the returns from the questionnaire were received.

Fifth- various processes have been outlined and suggested to help care for

other difficulties felt by th

The psychological treatment which h.-,^ already been suggested for increasing the

self-confidence of the evacuees will be of value also in overcoming diffidence

and lack of facility in speaking English, lack of desire to put in conscientious

efforts to overcome existing handicaps, or to perform necessary ^ork in main-

Whiletalning the centers until relocation can make it possible to close them.

the Community Analysis staff does not labor under the illusion that its sugges-

tionc and recommendations will perfect the world overnight, or even achieve com

plete relocation without difficulty, it is convinced that these suggestions will

definite success

Actually carrying out the program is thewithin

responsibility and duty of every resident on the United States, in order that

we may again resume a more perfect democracy, and regain the happiness and

'l

I

avapuo

a relatively short time.

materially assist the effort to mrke the relocation program a

es to be hindrances to their relocation.

a very large
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satisfaction of a loyal, capable, and valuable group of Africans who have

always given thoir bust services to their country, cheerfully and willingly.

(Relocated)
(Relocated)
(Relocated)
(Expatriated)

(Relocated)
(Relocated) 
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