
League

Salt Lake City 1, Utah

412-415 Beason Bldg. Telephone 5-6501
Eastern Office:
299 Madison Ave.
New York City 17, N. Y.
Phone: Murray Hill 2-2459

May 15, 1946

Dear Friend:

Japanese-Americans invite you to share in a tribute to Mr. Dillon S.
Myer, Director of the War Relocation Authority, for a convincing demonstration
of democracy at work.

Due to the evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry from the West
Coast, Mr. Myer inherited an extremely difficult situation bora of war time
hysteria. His became the responsibility not only of seeing that 110,000 people
were adequately housed, fed and clothed, but also of working out plans whereby
they could once again become a part of America, eventually to find their way
back to their homes on the West Coast.

In order to do this Mr. Myer had to fight the lies and distortions
spread by vicious race prejudice on the West Coast and overcome indifference
and skepticism in the East and Midwest. Girded by his faith in democracy and in
Americans, he courageously went about his job, often in the face of personal
abuse. He carried the fight to the very doorstep of the race baiters, and his
fearless example became the rallying point for people of goodwill to speak out.
The evacuation may have shamed democracy, but the work of Mr. Myer and the
W.R.A. will stand as a credit to a democratic people.

A testimonial dinner for Mr. Myer is being given on Wednesday, May
22nd, at the Hotel Roosevelt Hendrik Hudson Room, at 7 p.m. Among the speakers
will be Mr. John H. McCloy, former Assistant Secretary of War, Mr. Roger N.
Baldwin, Director of the American Civil Liberties Union, Mr. Edward J. Ennis,
former head of the Enemy Alien Control Board of the Department of Justice,
Dr. Joseph P. Chamberlain, Chairman of the Board of the National Refugee
Service, Bishop James E. Walsh, Superior General of the Maryknoll Seminary, and
Mr. Isaac Asofsky, Executive Director of the Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Aid
Society.

We earnestly hope you will attend this memorable testimonial.
Filling out the enclosed form will mean a reaffirmation of your belief in fair
play and tolerance, and an expression of your appreciation to Mr. Myer.

Sincerely yours,

For Better Americans in A Greater America



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL SPONSORS

ARIZONA
Bishop Walter Mitcheli Phoenix

CALIFORNIA
Mrs. Wallace B. Alexander------------------------------------Orinda
Benjamin W. Black, M.D Oakland
Dr. Monroe Deutsch — ..... —Berkeley
Louis Goldblatt San Francisco
Kirby Pace —La Habra
Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons San Francisco
Rev. Dr. Irving F. Reichert San Francisco
Bishop Charles S. Reifsnider Pasadena
Bishop W. Bertrand Stevens---------------------------- Los Angeles
Joseph S. Thompson----------- --- ---------------------- San Francisco
August Vollmer Berkeley  
Annie Clo Watson San Francisco
Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur Palo Alto

CONNECTICUT
Dr. William Allen Neilson (1869-1946)--------- -Falls Village

COLORADO
Bishop W. E. Hammaker Denver
James G. Patton Denver

FLORIDA
Dr. Hamilton Holt Winter Park

ILLINOIS •
Dr. Will^W. Alexander- — Chicago
Dr. Edwin R. Eaibree Chicago
Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison Chicago
Rev. Dr. Albert W. Palmer---------------------------------- Chicago
Willard Townsend Chicago

KANSAS
William Allen White (1868-1944) Emporia

MASSACHUSETTS
Dr. S. Ralph Harlow Northampton
Dr. Ralph Barton Perry Cambridge

MICHIGAN
August Scholle Detroit

MINNESOTA
Mrs. Ruth Gage Colby . ......................... St. Paul

MISSOURI
Bishop Edwin V. O’Hara Kansas City
Bishop William Scarlett St. Louis

NEBRASKA
James L. Paxton Omaha

NEW MEXICO
Witter Bynner -----—-------- Santa Fe

NEW YORK
Dr. Carl W. Ackerman New York
William Acar New York
Roger N. Baldwin New York

Eugene E. Barnett New York
Harry Lorin Binsse ...................... New York
Dr. Harry Woodburn Chase _.New York
Rev. Dr. David de Sola Pool _..New York
Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick ___ _New York
Read Lewis New York
Rev. Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr New York
Rev. Dr. E. McNeill Poteat Rochester
George Schuyler New York
Mr. and Mrs. Harper Sibley :..................... Rochester
Dr. John W. Thomas New York
Norman Thomas—New York
Bishop Henry St. George Tucker New York
Bishop James E. Walsh .New York

NORTH CAROLINA
Dr. Frank P. Graham ___ ______ ___ Chapel Hill
Dr. Howard W. Odum----------------------------------------Chapel Hill

OHIO
Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Taft ............... Cincinnati
George T. Trundle ___ Cleveland
Dr. 0. M. Walton Cleveland

OREGON
E. B. MacNaughton Portland
Hon. Charles A. Sprague Salem
Monroe Sweetland Portland

PENNSYLVANIA
Pearl S. Buck Perkasie
Dr. Rufus M. Jones : Haverford
Dr. Felix Morley Haverford
Dr. John W. Nason Swarthmore
Clarence E. Pickett Philadelphia
Richard J. Walsh------------------------------------------------Perkasie

TENNESSEE
Dr. Dena Frank Fleming Nashville
Jennings Perry Nashville

TEXAS
Dr. Homer P. Rainey Austin

UTAH
Arthur Gaeth---------------------- ---------------------Salt Lake City
Mrs. Burton W. Musser Salt Lake City

VERMONT
Dorothy Canfield Fisher Arlington

VIRGINIA
Rev. Dr. J. W. Bill Marshali Richmond

WASHINGTON
Benjamin H. Kizer.--------------------------------- ------- -----Spokane
Dr. Jesse F. Steiner. ....................... „ Seattle

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Raymond Swing

WISCONSIN
Henry 0. Stenzel Milwaukee

HAWAII
Dr. Miles E. Cary -............... Honolulu, T. H.
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Dillon s. ?fv*r, for exceptionally
performance of out st on*,in7 services to the

meritorious conduct in the
United states.

As Director of the 'far Relocation Author it, ’ r. -yer organised
end directed the program for the readjustment of the 110,000 men,
•women, and children of Japanese ancestry who wore, because of military
necessity, evacuated, from their homos on the iest Coast early in the
war. -gainst the pressure for rroup detention of th* evacuees, with
its threat of progressive disaffection, disloyalty and deportation,
!*r. ’yer launched and completed a program involving individual appraisal
leading to progressive relocation, reintegration and rehabilitation of
this racial minority*

-ecr.nre of r. Myer’s cle~r vision, brilliant planning,
tireless effort, and superior executive ability, and because of his
unwavering faith in thp_innnte fairness of t]ne Xnerlce.r ppnpl*4___

- mor-t lisxin-lerstoo i JfTnost locolit’r-
bound American ’-incrity lias become within a period or four ye^rs a z‘* k * *
well-known, widely distributed minority whose Americanism had been
recognised fair-minded people throughout th* ration and by fighting
Americans on every battle front of the war.

r. dyer’s far-sighted administration of e. controversial war
agency resulted in n program which, by reason of its involvement with
a racial problem, carried a potential of peril to the vary soundness
of our national integrity, but which, under his leadership, became
an affirmation of American faith in the validity of democratic
processes. .hrrin/r on American soil against racisr in the United
States, he won. for American democracy a great and significant victor/.

/3/ Harry 3. Truman

May 8, 1946
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THE INSTITUTE OF INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

Ii99 Pennsylvania Ave., N. W.

February 6, 19U8

Dear Ned:

About the first of January, I took over my new job
as President of The Institute of In ter-American Affairs.
Having been on vacation the last two weeks of December,
some of my holiday mail was mislaid. Consequently,
your Christmas card has just come to me, and I am de
lighted to hear from you again. I often think of you
and wonder how you are getting along0 We miss the
Spicers very much indeed.

I have seen John Provinse on a number of occasions
recently, mainly while I was deciding whether to accept
the job as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Naturally I
consulted John on a number of occasions during that
time. I finally decided to accept my present position
rather than the Commissionership because I felt that
there was less than a fifty-fifty chance to do a
successful job at thia particular time.

Thanks again for the card, and with kindest regards to
you and the family,

Sincerely,

Mr. Ned Spicer
Route U, Box $26
Tucson, Arizona
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April 26, 1968

(Dillon Myer
3025 DSV-Ld'* L-3He , N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20015

Dear Dillon:

Since receiving your letter of March 31, I have talked
with Marshall Townsend, director of the University of Arizona
Press. He suggests that you send your manuscript to me for a
reading. If it looks desirable for publication by our press,
we could go on from there. If your agent has not found any
publisher to be interested by that time, then * ould it not be
possible for you to withdraw the ms. from them? Since they
would not have had anything to do with this contact, they
should not be concerned. At any rate the first thing would
be for you to send it to me.

I shall be very much interested in reading the manuscript
and hope that I can look at it objectively. I should think
that an account strictly from the point of view of the director
of the WRA would be a most important (as well as personally
interesting to me) contribution to the understanding of all that
happened in the case of the Japanese Americans. Our press is
publishing Impounded People in the early fall, the original
report unmodified but with extensive bibliography and with ex
cellent pictures from the WRA files. I notice that The Governing
of Men by Leighton is being reprinted also by the Princeton
Press. There have been several other recent books on the relo
cation center period in Japanese American life, but none seems
to cover the centers broadly and the administrative and policy
questions involved there adequately. None really deals with
the J-A viewpoint about the centers. Your book should be
timely in the midst of this resurgence of interest in the whole
matter. I think that the Bosworth book was not very good and
shed no new light whatever on what happened.

Roz and I are always delighted to hear from you and hope
all is going well with you.

With best wishes from both of us.

Sincerely,

CHS:mo
cc: Marshall Townsend

Edward H. Spicer
Professor
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